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Ante Returns to United 


astic 
vuries 


Bobby Despotovski (left) of Perth Glory clears the ball as Steve Panopoulos of 
South Melbourne challenges him during the Round 1 NSL match between 
South Melbourne and Perth Glory, played at the Bob Jane Stadium last 
Sunday night. 


By John Economos 


NTE MILICIC, 
former Australian 
international 


striker, has returned 
‘home’ to Sydney United 
to re-enter the ranks of 
the NSL for the new sea- 
son. 

After United had 
steamed through to win 
the 1997 NSL Minor 
League Championship 
but later dipped out to the 
Brisbane Strikers in the 
Grand Final, Milicic 
decided to try his luck 
over in Europe. 

He first headed off for 
Holland where he had a 
couple of mixed seasons 
with First Division side, 
NAC Breda. 


For the past almost two 
seasons, Milicic played in 
Croatia with Rijeka. 

In 1993, Milicie was 
Paul Agostino’s twin- 
partner for Australia dur- 
ing the FIFA World Youth 
Championships that were 
hosted by our nation. 

Always a 
dynamic and bril-§ 
liantly construc- 
tive attacker, 
whilst playing for 
United in the mid- 
nineties, Milicic; 
with his elastic 
skills from wide 
out on the left, created 
heaps of goals for his 
inside marksman, David 
Zarilic. 

In 1997, time after time 
the marauding Milicic 


would dart down the left 
flank to whip in high 
quality crosses that fed his 
mate Zdrilic. 

Of such high quality 
were Milicic’s crosses and 
lethal cut-backs, that they 
ultimately yielded no 
fewer than 21 goals for 
Zarilic that lifted 
the latter to nail 
the NSL’s Top 
Goalscorer of the 
season, 

“T no longer play 

that wide role,” 

Ante stated to 
ABSW. 

“I play much more 
through the middle these 
days and hope that I'll be 
just as effective for 
Sydney United in that 


David (‘Lawman’) 
Zarilic, the NSL’s top 
goalscorer in 1997. 


ANTE MILICIC: Ace striker back home to lead Sydney United's attack in the NSL. Ante was spotted by 
ABSW last week at Sydney’s, Luna Park, for the launch of the new NSL season. 
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However, he still has a good chance of landing a move to 
The Premiership as Boro are desperate to add to their cur- 
rent selection of full backs. 

Veteran, Dean Gordon is back in training and played ina 
friendly against Darlington last week, but he is still some 
weeks away from full fitness and McClaren’is still aware 
that he needs cover following a stuttering start to the season. 

Colin Cooper is the current incumbent, but the central 
defender is struggling to adapt to his new role and will 
accept that he not a long-term answer. = 

Boro have also been linked with moves for Derby’s Paul 
Boertien along with Vidmar who piles his trade acrossss the 
border for Scottish giants, Rangers as speculation of a new 
signing at The Riverside mounts. 

Tf McClaren succeeds in luring Vidmar to the Riverside, 
he will become the fourth Aussie star at the club, following 
in the footsteps of Socceroos captain, Paul Okon, ‘first 
choice goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer and youth international, 
Luke Wilkshire. 


IDDLESBROUGH’s under-pressure manager, 
Me McClaren is reportedly eyeing another 

Aussie international star in a determined bid 
to strengthen his leaky defence. 

Reports out of the English premiership club revealed 
over the weekend that Tony Vidmar heads the list of defend- 
ers McClaren has pencilled to approach with the offer of a 
contract. 

It is still quite too early to make a move, but sources at 
the Midlands club confirmed that Vidmar was severally 
mentioned by McClaren as a likely target. 

Along with Vidmar on McClaren’s wanted list are, 24- 
year-old Argentinian Luciano Zavagno, who laces boots for 
French top division strugglers, Troyes. Interestingly, 
Zayagno helped knock-out another English side, Newcastle 
out of the Intertoto Cup, last month. 

Zayagno is looking to make the move to England and has 
already failed to win a move to Blackburn, after not 
impressing while on trial at Ewood Park last month. 
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Middlesbrough. 


SPIRIT LOSE GOUGH 


BEFORE FIRST KICK 


ichard Gough was ruled 
R= of the Northern Spirit 
side for the National 
League opener _against 
Parramatta Power last Saturday 


night after suffering a calf injury 
while training. 


SOUTHERN NYL 
GOES AHEAD 


by Roy Hay 


‘espite recent reports in the 

/media, it now appears that 

a truncated National 
Youth League Southern Division. 
will take place in 2001-2. 

‘There are seven teams taking 
part, with the possibility of an eight 
Joining i in. Four of the teams are 
likely to be from the two National 
“Soccer League clubs, the Melbourne 
‘Knights and South Melbotime. 

~The others will include Albary- 
| Wodonga and some Victorian 
| Premicr League clubs, The competi- 
ion is ikely to begin in @ couple of 

+ Soccer Australia is 


‘The Victorian Soccer Federation 
sounded out its Premier League 
clubs ‘about taking part in the league 
: this year 


‘The 38-year-old ex-Scottish inter- 
national will now be departing for 
the USA to receive treatment. It is 
not certain when he will return 
Northern Spirit. 

The injury was a big to Northem 
Spirit, as Gough was brought to 
cover up for suspended defenders, 
Simon Bell and Noel Spencer, who 
would miss the team’s first two 
games, 

Gough, who laced boots for 
Rangers, Everton, Tottenham and 
Scotland, during his career, was bit- 
terly disappointed at picking up the 
injury just three days before the 
‘opening match of the NSL. 

“T'm gutted,” Gough said. “I was 
really looking forward to playing 
these two games but I have picked 
up an injury, which the medical staff 
have said would keep me out for a 
few weeks,” Gough said. 


fulfil my commitments to Northen 
Spirit but 1 do not want to do an 
injustice to myself or Norther Spirit 
by playing when I am not 100 per 
cent fit. 

“I had been training hard to get 
ready for the match but it is not to 
be. Hopefully I can come back out at 
another time and play a few games 


fickman however 
drafted Jack Sobczyk, from NSW 
side, Manly Warringah Dolphins, 
into the squad. 

“Losing Ric 


rd Gough is a hic- 
cup for us, but it is not something we 
can’t get ov ‘kman said. 

“It is also disappointing for all the 
people who were looking forward to 
watching him (Gough) play. He has 
done a lot in the game and he was 
looking very fit but injuries happen 
and it wasn’t to be.” 


“T am upset that I can’t play and 


By Graham Cooke Graham Cooke 


ACT soccer would rather forget, the 

Canberra Rockets provided some light 
relief with a ground-breaking 3-0 win over 
NSW at Hawker Oval last Monday, 

‘That reversed the score from the only other time 
teams from the two soccer jurisdictions met, a 
decade ago, and revived long-dormant talk of an 
Australian inter-state competition. 

While neither side was anything close to full 
strength, NSW drew exclusively from their winter 
competition and the Rockets did not select players 
who had been attached to the now defunct 
Canberra Cosmos. The result was still a stunning 
upset. 

‘As Rockets coach Ian Heywood pointed out: 
“NSW did not come here for a friendly kick- 
around. They had done some serious training, 
including warm-up games, while all we had was 
one session together on the Friday night.” 

The win cemented Heywood’s reputation as the 
ACT area’s top coach — he had led Gungahlin 
Juventus to their first premiership in 12 years the 
week before — underlining his claim to be the next 
team boss of a future Canberra NSL side, should 
that event occur before he picks up his pension. 

All the goals came in the second half. Four min- 
utes after the interval, a defence-splitting pass from 
Oscar Zamora set up Steve Lazzari, who made up 
for a quiet first 45 minutes by ramming the ball 
past Zlatko Josevski. 


A fier seven days, everyone connected with 
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Richard Gough: “I am upset that | can’t play.” 


Rockets upset star-studded NSW_ 


‘The initial shot from Lazzari beat the goalkeep- 
er but cannoned back off an upright straight to the 
feet of Cattanach who tapped it home, 

With two minutes left substitute Danny Macor 
set up Andy Ravanello, and the midfielder capped 
a hard-working performance by placing the ball 
past the overworked Josevski. 

It was a poor performance by NSW. With the 


notable exception of Steve Karavatakis who was 
unlucky not to score on a couple of occasions, 
there was litte spirit or purpose, most of the squad 
apparently content to go through the motions at the _ 
end of a long season. = 

Heywood said he was disappointed at the stan- 
dard of the opposition. “I thought they would be 
better than that”, he said, « 
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POWER'S MITCHELL BLASTS BARRETT OVER RED CARD 


Power head coach David 
Mitchell said he was disap- 
pointed with the loss and 
furious with the David 
Barrett's dismissal. “Tt was 
quite evenly balanced before 
the send off. I had a go at 
David at half time because 
the other player wasn't going 
anywhere," he said. “I would 


arramatta Power 

kicked off its NSL 

season with a disap- 
pointing loss to Northern 
Spirit at Parramatta 
Stadium on Saturday 
night. 

A send-off late in the first 
half dampened the Power's 
spirit as the visitors netted 
three goals to the Power's _ like to see the replay because 
‘one in front of 5,012 support- it was debatable in my eyes. 
ers. This is the first game of the 


St George Soccer 


Association Inc. 


Premier Cadet and Super 


Youth League Trials 


will be held at 


ST GEORGE SOCCER STADIUM 


On the following dates: 


11 and 12 years — Tuesday 16th October 
13 and 14 years — Wednesday 17th October 
15 and 17 years — Thursday 18th October 


Time: 6.00pm 


For further information please contact: 
George — After hours on 0400-640-055 
Or Dot on 0417-416-660 


season and I am positive we 
will be able to improve next 
week." 

The Power started well in 
the early stages of the game 
when Nick Orlic found the 
back of the net in the third 
minute: 

But the Power's 1- 0 lead 
was short lived when Spirit's 
Pablo Cardozo equalised 
from 22 metres out in the 7th 
minute. 

Power's pint size striker, 
John Buonavoglia had sever- 
al opportunities with the best 
in the 29th minute when he 
made a great run through 
Spirit's defence. Buonavoglia 
had beaten several defenders 
and was left with just the 
keeper to beat but he stum- 
bled just outside the goals 


and was unable to-capitalise. 

Cardozo gave Power fans 
a fright in the 33rd when he 
passed Nick Orlic to take a 
shot at goal. Fortunately for 
the Power, Cardozo's attempt Watts hit the target after 
went straight over the cross some poor communication 
bar. from Power's defender 

The Power's misfortune 
began after defender David 
Barrett was sent off for an 
illegal tackle on John 
Hutchinson in the 38th 
minute. 

With one man down, the 
Power was unable to hold off 
Spirit's attack and conceded a 
goal just minutes from half 
time when Hutchinson head- 
ed the ball passed Power 
keeper Les Pogliacomi to put 
the visitors ahead 2-1. 

Spirit came out with plen- 


ty of fire to score their third 
goal in the 49th minute and 
ended the Power's hopes of 
clinching a first home game 
win of the season. Julian 


David Mitchell: 
Parramatta coach. 


The above Club is currently trialling elite 
players for our NSW Premier Youth League, Under 


17s squad. 


Our Under 17s squad is a nursery for players who 
have the ability to make the grade in the Club’s 
elite and leading Under 19s Academy, need only apply. 


The basis of this squad will comprise the annual touring party to 
participate in one of the world’s most prestigious Youth 
Tournaments, Viareggio, Italy in January, 2003. — 


Please direct all inquiries to the Club's president, Tony Raci 
on 0402 30 6666, or alternatively the Club's Under 19s, and 
Viareggio coach, John Romeo on 0412 808 114. 


NSL Season Guide Book 
Now On Sale At Clubs — 


‘Supporters are now able to 
buy this Season’s NSL Guide 


Book through their local NSL Club. 
Copies of this most comprehensive 
publication are now.on sale 

at an NSL Club near you. 

Cost for the 2001/2002 

Guide Book is $14:95c (incl:GST). 


For further enquiries contact Mr Gary Moretti 
at Soccer Australia on 02 - 9267 0799. 


STANMORE HAWKS 


SOCCER CLUB 
56-58 Stanmore Road, 
STANMORE. NSW. 2042 


yor Soccer players playing 


DIVISION 1 NSWSF 


Youth League & Cadet League 
© Under 13s & 14s on Tuesday night from 9/10/2001 

© Under 15s & 17s on Thursday nights from 11/10/2001 

G@ Under 11s & 12s on Wednesday nights from 10/10/2001 
Starting times 6.30pm for all of the above grades 


Senion GRADES PLAYING IN NSW Soccer FEDERATION'S: 


SUPERLEAGUE 


(WINTER COMPETITION) 
Under 19s, U21s and First Grade on Saturdays from 
13/10/2001 commencing at 3.00pm 
Alll trials will be held at 
Arlington Oval’ 


Corner Constitution Road and William St, Dulwich Hill 


Enquiries: Mr Tom Gambrellis 0402 069 408 or 
Steve Economides 0419 686 569 or 
Chris Karatzis (1st grade coach) 0417 682 120 


Lakeside luxury. 


The most beautiful of all Melboume locations meets the smartest ever 


lifestyle decision. Overlooking the glorious Albert Park Lake, Scala features 


107 exquisite apartments. A stunning “stepped” design by award-winning 


architects SJB featuring quality fixtures and fittings, including Smeg 


appliances and stone benchtops. Welcome to Lakeside living. 
«Gymnasium, Pool, Spa, Sauna, Underground parking, Resident manager, 
Landscaped BBQ courtyard, plus state of the art security. 


(\) AUSTRALAND 


level $959,342. 


Pricing and availability as at 08/08/01 and Is subject fo change. 


Visit our fully equipped display centre on site af the corner of Roy Street and 
Queens Road, Albert Park Lake (Mel 2L A9). Open 11am - Spm daily. 


*2 bedroom apartments from $493,679. 
¢3 bedroom apartments from $639,218. 


°Panoramic views - penthouse 


SCALA 


-APARIMENTS 


LAKESIDE 


Aust 1789 catonst 


cat 1800 001 775 


www.australand.com.au 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


IRANK FARINA yester- 
day was in Monteyideo 
to watch Uruguay play out 
a 1-1 draw in a crucial 
World Cup qualifier 
against the _visiting 
Colombia. 

Uruguay drew first 
blood after just 10 minutes 
through Recoba, but 
Colombia balanced the 
books in the 24th minute 
through Magallanes from 
the penalty spot. 

The draw saw Uruguay 
slip further behind the still 
fourth placed Brasil, who 
defeated the lowly placed 
Chile 2-0 through goals 
from Edilson (52) and 


Rivaldo (64th), 
Uruguay is looming 
more and more as 


Australia’s likely opponent 
in our final and most eru- 
cial Qualifier, come 
November 18th at the 
M.C.G. 

Runaway South 
American leader, 
Argentina, was held to a 
2-2 draw by second placed 
Paraguay. 

There are two Rounds 
left to play in the South 
American Qualifiers, 
November 8th and 14th. 

Uruguay’s next match is 
away to Ecuador next 
month on the 8th whilst 


to play with Sydney United 
in this new NSL season. 
He is expected to take 
some part in Sydney United’s 
first home home match of the 
new season this Sunday 
against the visiting Brisbane 
Strikers, The game kicks-off 
at 4pm. 

The former World Cup 


newly installed Director of 
Football, as well as Head of 
the NSL Commission, 
pledged at the NSL’s Season 
launch last week: 

“We, (the NSL), must 
endeavour to carry out our 
plans with complete trans- 
parency and full accountabil- 
ity.” 


ALJOSA ASANOVIC (right): Seen here in action for 
Sydney United last season. 


star midfielder is exoected to 
artive in Sydney tomorrow, 
(Wednesday) at 3.15pm. 
eece 

HE NORTHERN 

SPIRIT has organised 
for late this afternoon, 
(Tuesday), a small get- 
together with some mem- 


i 


RIVALDO: Scorer of Brasil’s second goal against 
Paraguay. 


Brasil is also away to 
Bolivia the same day, 
Colombia, with 21 points 
in sixth place, four behind 
Uruguay, must win both of 
its remaining matches and 
hope that Uruguay loses 
both of hers, to have a 
chance to meet Australia, 
@ 


YDNEY UNITED next 
SIFriday week, (October 
12th) at the King Tomislav 
Croatian Club at Edensor 
Park, will stage its ‘Gala 
Night’ . 

Special Guest will be the 
former Croatian record goal- 


bers of the Sydney media at 
a Hotel near the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. 

Head coach Mickey 
Hickman, Spirit's General 
Manager Colin Mitchell 
plus Football Director Bill 
Collins will be present to 
meet the press and answer 
all questions fired at them. 

‘Hickey’s’ spirits are 
certainly up following his 
team’s comprehensive 1-3 
win last Saturday night 
over the Parramatta 
Power. 

“It’s very early days yet, 
but it was an encouraging 


scoring World Cup star, result for us,” stated 
Aljosa Asanovic. Hickman. 

~ The 35 year old Asanovie ecco 

has already agreed to terms Re NOGAROTTO, 
with the Club's management ieweastle —_ United's 


b ys 
REMO NOGAROTTO: 
Newcastle United's 
Director of Football. 


Sure Rem, but how many 
times have we heard all this 
before, from others? 

And as well as ‘trans- 


parency’ and ‘accountabili- 
ty’, you should also whack in 
there somewhere, ‘efficien- 


season in the Mlawarra 
Premier League, this 
Friday evening is staging 
its annual ‘Presentation 


Night’. 
The glittering evening 
will be held at the 


Fraternity Club based at 


By John Economes 


Fairy Meadow. 

Coached by former 
WollongongWolves’ stal- 
wart, Jock Morlando, 
Balgownie is Australia’s 
oldest active club. 

Balgownie ended their 
first season in the South 
Coast’s top League, in fifth 
position. 


competing really with three 
other Sydney clubs. 

“Moving South, (Cronulla 
way), was the only direction 
left for us (Olympic), to 
move to. 

“If we fail here, (to attract 
crowds), there’s nowhere 
else to go,” _Politis 
philosophised. 

Olympic since starting in 
the League back in 1977, 
have earned the tag as the 
‘Nomads of the NSL’. 


Tt used Erskineville Oval © 


as its first homeground. 
Over the years Olympic in 

succession had moved house 

to Pratten Park, the Sydney 


cece 

YDNEY OLYMPIC, 

\(oops-we mean Olympic 
Sharks), were most encour- 
aged following last Saturday 
night’s healthy crowd of 
some 9,612 that journeyed 
out to Shark Park. 

Although Olympie’s four 
private owners, ‘The White 
Knights’, were pleased with 
the three League points their 
team earned for defeating 
Sydney United by 1-0, they 
were more pleased with the 
crowd number. , 

Leading White Knight and 
Australia’s top car magnate, 
Nick Politis, when shifting 
the Club’s honreground dur- 
ing the off-season’ from 
Belmore Sports Ground to 
Shark Park, stated: “Being 
‘out in the West we were 


MICKEY HICKMAN: The Spirit's Head coach. 
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AAA Oe META Ue UA, 


Be y 
Igownie’s no nonsense 
coach. 


NICK POLITIS: Olympic 
Sharks’ Chief. 


Football Stadium, 
Wentworth Park, St George 
Stadium, Leichhardt Oyal 
and for the past three years 
was based at Belmore 
Sportsground, 
ecco 
H how ‘Good Oil’ 


painfully yearns for 
those wonderful old days of 
sheer, pure innocence. 


Mystery NSL coach. 


Such a rare case sudden- 
ly surfaced only last week 
within our Soccer fraterni- 
ty. 

A high-profiled NSL 
coach invited a 17 year old 
striker from the bush to 
come in for trials with the 
NSL Club. 

The talented teenaged 
striker was born and raised 
in the country, but had 
never yentured into the big 

smoke, 

Having greatly 
impressed his NSL coach in 
a morning training session, 
the said coach @€cided to 
treat the teenager to a lay- 
ish lunch at a nearby club. 

Once the pair had been 
seated at their table, the 
NSL coach, (as always), 
took command of proceed- 
ings. 

The coach was handed 
the long lunch menu by the 


attractive waitress as the 
teenager timidly sat back, 
eagerly watching his new- 
to-be master in action, 
After briefly glancing 
over the kitchen’s ‘team- 
sheet’, the gregarious NSL 
coach turned to his newly- 
found talent and suggested 
to him: 

“Would you like to kick 
off with a prawn cocktail?” 

The virginally minded. 
teenager, ‘innocently, but 
politely answered: “No 
thank you. I don’t drink.” 

e000 


ANIEL McBREEN, 

Newcastle  United’s 
exciting striker, was looking 
forward to a successful new 
season in the NSL. 

However disaster unfortu- 
nately struck Daniel just 10 
minutes from halftime last 
Friday night in the League’s 
opening match against the 
Melbourne Knights at the 
Marathon Stadium. 

McBreen hobbled off the 
pitch with a knee injury, later 
diagnosed as a suspected 
Grade 2 tear to his medi 
ligament. 


DANIEL McBREEN: 
Newcastle United 
striker injured. 


Canterbury-Marrickville Olympic 
SUPER CADETS/YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


(U11's & U/12’s) 


(U/13’s > U/17’s) 


FOR SEASON 2002 


DATES: 


Sunday 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th October 2001 


IE: 


Henson Park, Marrickville. 


TIME: 


9.00AM — 12.00PM 


Laki Konistis (Club Administrator), 


04111-91815. 


Fist Grade & U/19's Player Welcome ... 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


VIOLENT argument 

between two erupted 
in the carpark of a Sydney 
‘Leagues club after a Soccer 
function had just ended. 

One adult, (a fanatical 
supporter of a Sydney 
team), heatedly clashed 
with a Soccer journo over a 
piece of trivia knowledge. 

The argument began to 
smoulder when the so- 
called Soccer journo yen- 
tured to make a completely 
innocent and harmless side 
comment to a group in the 
carpark about 
Wollongong’s current 
League Champion winning 
coach, Ronnie Corry. 

The journo had stated 
that Corry, despite losing 
no less than five players at 
the beginning of last sea- 
son, still steamed ahead to 
yet again win the League 
Championship. 

In fact if you count 
Anthony Surjan’s depar- 
ture before the Grand 
Final, the total lifts to six. 

All the journo wanted to 
do, was to highlight and 
salute Corry’s maryellous 
achievement last season, in 
again winning the League 


Ronnie Corry: Seen here 
just after winning last 
Season's Grand Final. 


for Wollongong despite 
having lost five key mem- 
bers from the 2000 Grand 
Final winning squad. 

It was as simple as that. 
No more, no less. 

But heavens forbid the 
fanatical supporter ignited 
into a vitriolic attack on the 
journo. 

He lashed out by heated- 


In a flash the supporter 
whipped out a bundle of 
‘greens’ and peeled off ten 
of them in response to the 
challenge. 

Not having a $1,000 on 
him, the now adamant 
Journo, asked a witness to 
hold the supporter’s money 
till the next day so that he 
himself could raise and put 


ESLA MASI: Left Wollongong two seasons ago to 
Join Newcastle. 


ly disputing that NO play- 
ers had left Wollongong at 
the start of the 2000/2001 
Season. 

He went on yelling that 
Corry had inherited a set- 
tled squad which enabled 
him fo win last Season’s 
Grand Final at the 
Parramatta Stadium, by 
downing South Melbourne, 

So convinced was the 
fanatical supporter that he 
was right, the by-now frus- 
trated Journo challenged 
the supporter to ‘put his 
money where his mouth 
was’. 

Fighting stuff. 

The challenge thrown 
down by the journo was for 
a ‘Kilo’. 


up a ‘Kilo’. 

The Journo left the 
carpark with the hysterical 
supporter screaming in the 
middle of the night, beg- 
ging for the names of the 
players that were supposed 
to have left Wollongong, 
prior to Corry taking over 
last season. 

Just for the record, 
‘Good Oil’ is now forced to 
make it official, 

The Journo involved in 
the verbal yolley-ball hap- 
pens to be correct. 

Five players did leave 
Wollongong, it was in fact 
SIX, 

‘The six players that had 
left Wollongong prior to 
Corry taking over, were: 


WEST TORRENS BIRKALLA 
SOCCER CLUB 
State League Champions 2001 


Require 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


COACH —- 2002 
U23 COACH 
U19 COACH 


All applications in confidence to: 


Angelo Picca 


C/- Makris Group 


North Adelaide Village 
Suite 12, ist Floor 
North Adelaide, S.A. 5006 


All enquiries: 0417 865 890 


BIRKALLAS 10. 


¢ New Players Welcome 


See BIRKALLA take on the FORCE 


FRIDAY NIGHT 
- Hindmarsh Stadium one 


8 p.m. 
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By Fohu Economes 


Grand Final hero and 


goalkeeper, Les 
Pogliacomi, midfielders 
Mark Robertson, Noel 


Spencer, Peter Lahanas 
plus ace-striker Esala 
Masi, 

‘Supporter’ 0. Soccer 
Journo 1, 

Today, the Journo is 
waiting delivery of his 
‘Kilo’, 

By the way, it was Fiji’s 
former Olympic captain, 
Esala Masi, that scored the 
solitary and vital goal last 
Friday night for Newcastle 
United in the NSL’s 
Season-Opener against the 
visiting Kingz from New 
Zealand. 


e0ee 
AVID BECKHAM, 
England’s magical mid- 
fielder and captain, was the 
nation’s hero last Sunday in 
the World Cup qualifier 
against Greece. 
~ Played at Old Trafford, the 
Greeks stunned England by 
scoring first. 

Greece was still leading 
2-1 with seconds left of play 
and set to cause a huge upset, 
threatening fo dump England 
out of making the World Cup 
Finals. 

With the situation looking 
hopeless, England was 
awarded a free-kick almost 
30 metres out. 

Exhibiting a true captain’s 
courage, the white-booted 
Beckham nonchalantly 
stepped up to the ball. 

Manchester United’s fabu- 
lous right midfield playmak- 
er moved in to lash a right 
footed, dipping shot, up and 
over the Greek ‘wall’ that 
crashed into the target. 

That goal locked up the 
scores at 22 and gave 
England the air tickets to the 
Japan/Korea 2002 World 
Finals, 

Old Trafford erupted with 
Beckham catapulted to hero- 
ic levels. 

How times have changed? 

Three years ago in France, 
the England media as well as 
the supporters, turned their 
wrath on Beckham, blaming 
him for England’s loss to 
Argentina. 

If we remember, Beckham 
was erroneously red-carded 
for lashing out at Argentina’s 
left midfielder, Diego 
Simeone. 

In reality it was Simeone 
that had hit Beckham from 
behind. As the blond mid- 
fielder laid FLAT on his 
stomach, Beckham lifted his 
boot at him. 

Simeone instantly dived 
and Beckham was sent off. 

For a long time after 
France ‘98, Beckham was 


disgustingly jeered and had 
coins thrown at him whilst 
back in England playing for 
Manchester United. 

The whingeing Pommies 
just had to blame someone 
for England’s loss to 
Argentina. 

Most cowardly, Beckham 
became their target. 

‘Good Oil’ has always 
highly rated Beckham’s qual- 
ities. 

In fact some months ago 
this column suggested him as 
being one of Europe’s very 
best. 

Strangely enough, the 
very next week, the all-time 
great German, Franz (der 
Kaiser) Beckenbauer, came 
out stating that in his opin- 


ion, Beckham was Europe’s 
best player. 


AN URGENT 
REMINDER to all our 
Readers, not to forget 
to enter ABSW's- 
Dendy Films Movie 
Competition which 
must end this Friday, 
October 12th at Noon. 

It’s your last chance 
to win two Adult tickets 
to go with your select- 
ed partner to see the 
recently released and 
hilarious British come- 
dy film, ‘Purely Belter’. 

Included in this film 
are clips of Newcastle 
United's _ace-striker, 
Alan Shearer. 


This movie is about 
two young penniless 
Newcastle United fans, 


Readers must hurry 
and fill out the appro- 
priate Coupon which 
appears this week on 
Page 7. 


DAVID BECKHAM: Magical World Cup captain, captured here striking England's 
second and life-saving goal against Greece, last Sunday at Old Trafford. 


State Coaches Metro 


- Under 15's 
- Under 16's 
Development Coaches- Metro & Country Under 14’s 


The Victorian 


Soccer Federation - 
Tuuites rtpjplications 


BOYS 


For The Following Posctionas 


State Coaches Country - Under 15’s 


- Under 16's 


(Minimum Requirement (Senior Licence / Level Two A.S.C.) 


State Coaches 


- Under 14's 
- Under 17's 


GIRLS 


N.T.C. Assistant Coach to Jane Oakley (Head Coach) if 


Regional Coaches 


- Under 14’s 
- Under 17’s 
- Open Age 


(Minimum Requirement ( intermediate Level — Senior Level preferred) 


Also 


Coaches are required for the 2002 Talent Identification System to assist the VSF 
with Under 11, 12 and 13 Development Program 
(Minimum Requirement (Intermediate Level) 


All applications in writing to the Coaching and Development Manager, 236 


Dorcas St, South Melbourne, 3205 or email 


cervictoria.com.au 


HYPERLINK mailto:igreener@soc- 
igreener@ soccervictoria.com.au supplying details of 


junior/youth development experience, qualifications and personal references. 


Closing Date: 


Friday, 26th October 
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South, Knights in 
search of wins 


By Bert van Bedaf 


elbourne Knights and South 

Melbourne produced disap- 

pointing losses in the NSL. 
opening round and are looking for 
‘wins in round two. 

The Knights are at home against 
Adelaide City Force, while South tray- 
els to New Zealand for an encounter 
with the free-spending Kingz FC, where 
Mike Petersen, South's coach last sea- 
son, has taken charge, Knights captain- 
coach Andrew Marth will marshal the 
midfield against Adelaide at Somers St 
on Saturday night. 

Marth was forced to coach from the 
sidelines against Newcastle, carrying a 
‘one-match suspension from last season 
when he tangled with Perth Glory strik- 
er Bobby Despotoyski in the second leg 
of the elimination finals. 

Making way for Marth will be 
teenager Daniel Rocco, who put up a 
creditable, NSL debut performance 
against international veteran Milan 
Blagojevic. 

“This was a disappointing result for 
us,” Marth said. “I thought we could 
have started the season with a win. 

“Tt has now become a must-win situa- 
tion for us against Adelaide City. It is 
imperative we get a result at home,” he 
said. 

Marth aims at gaining at least six 
points from the first four games. With 
the first round lost, the points must 
come against Adelaide, away to 
Olympic Sharks and at home against 
Brisbane Strikers. 

You could haye sworn Perth Glory 
had lost and South Melbourne had won, 
the way the coaches reviewed their 
teams’ performances afterwards. 

As it was Perth clobbered South 3-1 
in a strong display, especially from its 
outstanding strike force of Despotoyski 


and Damian Mori, who engineered the 
three goals between them. 

The win has put Perth well in front as 
title favorite, while South will need to 
improve dramatically if it is fo have an 
impact on the top six this season. 

“We'te obviously happy with the 
result but not particularly happy with the 
way we played. The players had their 
heads down after the game, because 
they know that they can play a lot better 
than they did,” Perth coach Mich 
d’Avray said. 

“Tt was the sort of game that we just 
scored at the right time. We were under 
the pump a lot in the first half and 
scored and South Melbourne came back 
again and we scored at the right time. 
That's the way it goes. 

“Tt wasn’t a bad performance, but we 
can play better than that. We don’t just 
like to win, we like to win and play well. 
We won today without playing particu- 
larly well. 

“The flip-side of that is to say, you've 
got to be happy with that. But we can do 
better. We gave the ball away too much 
and that caused us quite a few prob- 
lems,” d’ Avray said. 

South coach Eddie Krncevic saw “a 
lot of positives” from the loss. 

“T wasn’t happy with the result, but I 
thought the boys did quite well. Two 
moments of madness: the penalty and 
(keeper Chris) Jones’ mistake; and then 
it is hard to come back from two-nil. 

“But there were a lot of positives 
today. We're talking about the boy who 
scored our goal, Steve 
a positive in itself. He’s come out of o 
academy. 

“T feel there were a lot of positives. I 
feel we played the ball around quite 
well. Maybe, we're lacking a bit of 
aggression in the box in finishing. But 
T’ve only got praise for my boys. I 
thought they did well,” he said. 


a ie 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


r | Yhe cream of Australian Youth 
players from around Australia 
were present at the recent 

National Titles held at Parklea last week. 

Talented youngsters aged 15 and 16 were 
doing their states proud as they battled for 
the honor of the best state team in Australia. 

Tt was Northern NSW who triumphed in 
the end with 2 one-nil win, crowing them 
U16’s National Champions. The game was 
played at a frantic pace, both sides did all 
they could to try and crack that elusive first 
goal. The game went into sudden death, 
again no goals were scored, but both sides 
provided the crowd with great entertain- 
ment. The dreaded penalty shoot-outs were 
next with NSW winning five-four, thus giv- 
ing the U15's NSW side the Title. 

Tn a surprise semifinal result, Northern 
NSW defeated NSW to go through to the 
Grand Finals, while Western Australia 
defeated Soccer Canberra to advance to the 
final. 

‘The Semi Final saw Queensland defeat 
fellow neighbors Country Queensland while 
NSW defeated Western Australia to set up a 
NSW-Queensland final. 

NSW finished in top spot with twelve 
points while first time entrant of the 
Nationals, Country Queensland finished 
second with nine points. 

Both age groups had many incentives at 
stake. The Under 15's players were being 
watched by a panel of Australian Selectors 
looking for the new U17. Joey side. The 
Under 16’s were being watched by National 
League clubs, overseas clubs and the AIS 
for future players, 

Former Joeys coach Les Schienflug, AIS 


‘head—coachSteve-O" Connor, Joeysand— 


U20's coach Ange Postecoglu, NSWIS and 
ex-Joeys Assistant coach Kelly Cross were 
some of the spectators, watching for future 
talent. 

Overall, the Nationals were proof that 
Australian talent gets better and better as. 
years go by. It’s programs such as the 
Institutes across Australia and these 
Nationals that spearhead young potential 
talent for promising soccer careers. 


hs 


= Sipe 


a : : 
es : 


NSW tops at 
talent hurt 


NSW U/15s displaying the national talent hunt trophy they won over the 
weekend. 


WUSA’S FOREIGN LEGION TEACH AMERICANS 


son of America’s WUSA profes- 
sional league, land of the most 
lauded national team in the sport’s 
history, it was indeed the foreign 
players that made the league what it 
was on the field, providing the most 
creative, entertaining and knowl- 
edgeable footballers on display. 
23year-old Japanese playmaker 
Homare Sawa was heralded by many as 
the league’s number one magician, her 
silky skills and wizardry opening 
everyone's eyes. Chinese superstar Sun 
Wen, regarded by many as the world’s 
best, battled against a lingering knee 
injury for much of the season before her 
ankle came off worst in a goalkeeper 
collision. It meant she was only able to 
show small glimpses of her mastery 
over the duration of the season. 


[ the wake of the inaugural sea- 
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The others~singled out ~as~ setting There's no denying Team USA has ‘The test of the world has worked out — for much longer. The-younger players ~~ 


alight the American league were 
Brazilian star Sissi, Germans Bettina 
Wiegmann and Maren Meinert, Hege 
Riise and Dagny Mellgren of Norway, 
England's Kelly Smith, and Canadian 
Charmaine Hooper. 

Of course, Aussies Julie Murray and 
Dianne Alagich also made their mark in 
helping lead the Bay Area CyberRays 
to the championship title. 

But the technical and tactical know- 
how of this imported legion in the 
WUSA somewhat showed up the short- 
comings in the American way of play. 

Striker Tiffeny Milbrett was the only 
American considered to have per- 
formed on a par with these foreigners. 
Most of her US teammates were found 
wanting: in the spotlight alongside the 
smattering of other world stars. 
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been a great team for the past decade. 
But their game has largely been based 
on their superior athleticism and hard 
work. Is this the beginning of the end 
ofa glorious era? Their performance at 
the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games had 
many muttering such thoughts, despite 
the fact they went to extra-time before 
surrending the gold medal to the 
Norwegians. 


how to play the Americans and in addi- 
tion have themselves increased their 
own fitness levels. Certainly since the 
1999 World Cup, tactically the US have 
been relatively naOve and their techni- 
cal abilities are largely lacking. US 
Coach April Heinrichs seems content to 
retain the old veterans, although it must 
surely be too late for them to learn 
many new tricks or to continue to play 


have had their sights set alight by play- 
ing with and against these world stars 
of the game in the pro-league, but will 
they get the opportunity to break into 
the National Team in the near future? 
Some would also say that Heinrichs 
lacks both the experience and the tacti- 
cal know-how to lead the US to anoth- 
er level. 


Aussie hat-trick at Craven Cottage 


Moore laid on a hattrick in 
Fulham’s 9-1 win against 
Chelsea last week, played at Craven 
Cottage immediately after the men’s 
FA Premiership match between the 


2001 


Fi: Matildas striker Kristy 


same two clubs. 

Almost 3,000 of the 21,159 crowd 
at the men’s fixture stayed on to watch 
the FA Women’s Premier League 
Southern Division clash, hopefully 
converting many new fans to the 


women’s game.The 24-year-old South 
Australian’s triple, scored within the 
46th minute mark before then being 
substituted, should help build her 
claim for a full contract with Britain's 
only professional women’s club. 
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ABSW « ‘PURELY BELTER’ - COMPETITION 


BSW in conjunction 

with Dendy Films Pty 
Lid, will treat some of 
lucky readers to go and see 
the soon-to-be released 
English comedy film, 
“Purely Belter’. 

Our competition is 
restricted only to the City 
centres of Adelaide, 
Brisbane, Canberra, 
Melbourne and Sydney, at 
the Cinemas specified at the 
base of the Coupon. 

This special promotional 
offer is not refundable, 
transferable or redeemable 
for cash, 


The winning 


Competition Tickets are 


NOT valid for any of the 
Saturday sessions, after 
6pm. 

Each lucky winner will 
Teceive two complimentary 
Adult tickets through the 
mail. 

These tickets are valid to 
see ‘Purely Belfer’ from 
October 11th, (in Brisbane- 
from October 18th). Again, 
Saturday sessions after 6pm 
are excluded. 

This is your last chance 
to enter our wonderful 
Soccer movie Competition. 
It’s very, very easy, 

All you have to do, is to 
fill out very clearly (In 
Print), the lucky Coupon 


below with full details as 
requested. 

Again we stress, Print 
Only on Coupon. 

It’s essential that your 
correctly filled out Coupon 
reaches the offices of 
ABSW at Marrickville, no 
later than Noon, Friday 
12th October through the 
mail. 

Photo-copies, or hand 
delivered Coupons, will 
automatically be excluded 
from our draw, 

Be the guests of ABSW 
and Dendy Films to go and 
enjoy with your partner this 
most hilarious English 
movie. 


“Purely Belter’ is about 
two very staunch, but pen- 
niless young Newcastle 
United supporters, (Sewell 
and Gerry). 

These two characters 
must dream up schemes of 
how to raise the funds to 
pay for the expensive 
Season Tickets for them to 
be able to go and watch 
their beloved Newcastle 
team that is captained by 
former England skipper, 
Alan Shearer, 

Remember, this 
Competition must close by 
Noon this Friday, 12th 
October, 2001. 

Hurry, fill out your 


TRAVELLING TO THE WORLD CUP 


(via Melbourne) 


announced this week that it has a 
limited number of packages for 
supporters who wish to be at the 
MCG in November to witness the 
Socceroos against a South American 
qualifier for the right to take their 
position in the 2002 World Cup Draw. 
This promises to be a most memo- 
rable occasion and one not to be missed. 
Packages start at $585 and include 


| eee Sports Tours has 


Return Economy Class Airfare to 
Melbourne plus two Nights 
Accommodation and B Class Fixture 
Tickets to this most crucial world Cup 
Qualifier match, 

‘IST’ is also now calling for 
‘Registrations of Interest’ to travel to 
Japan/Korea for the “ultimate” in 
Soccer, the 2002 World Cup Finals. 

Some approximate costings are now 
available and on December Ist the 


Official World Cup Draw will be 
announced, thus confirming the actual 
Stadiums where each nation will be 
playing. 

Leap aboard the “Yes, I'm interested” 
listand be.the first to receive the rele- 
vant information. 

Give Bruce Tilt a call on Phone: (02) 
9922 6166 or Toll Free 1 800 242 987. 


Coupon and mail it today. 
Good Luck. 


The Film 

This down-to-earth, 
British flick produced by 
Film Four and set on the 
‘Tyneside in England, tells 
the story of two starry-eyed 
young lads who are Soccer 
crazy but quite draft. 

As with a lot of kids their 
age who came from 
deprived homes, Gerry 
(Chris Beattie) and Sewell 
(Greg McLane) have a 
dream of getting season 
tickets to watch their 
beloved Newcastle United 
football club. 


Tt looks certain toremain 
just that — a dream — 
because tickets cost 500 
Pounds each and both lads 
don’t even have a dime to 
their name. 

This is no average mid- 
dle class sit-com, but the 
writer and director, Mark 
Herman (also of Brassed 
Off, Little Voice fame) puts 
in a whole heap of humour 
which succeeds in reducing 
the gloom surrounding 
everyone of the characters. 

Even the great Alan 
Shearer makes an appear- 
ance as the great Alan 
Shearer, though there is lit- 
tle chance he will be getting 


an oscarnomination from 
hsi part in the movie. 


Allin-all, “Purely 
Belter’ leaves you with an 
inner satisfaction of sorts 
that you ahve been nearly- 
true replay of everyday life 
in England’s Soccer-crazy 
inner cities, as well as the 
pains, joy and emotions of 
being a | Soccer fan. 

Soccer now our compe- 
tition by sending in your 
Coupin this week. 

Hurry to win your dou- 
ble cinema passes to see 
‘Purely Belter’. ” 

A reminder that this 
competition closes Friday 
October 12, 2001. 


Ex-England and current Newcastle United captain Alan shearer, making an 
appearance in the movie. 


ce re ee 


South American Qualifier 


Melbourne Cricket Ground 
November, 2001 


(Date to be confirmed) 


All Inclusive Packages 


> $585 


Limited packages available so apply 
early to avoid disappointment! 


Gerry (left) and Swell, the two young English Soccer fans who form the story 
of ‘Purely Belter.” 


P.O. BOX 155, Marrickville. NSW. 1475. 


Name (BLOCK LETTERS) 
Address: 


ABSW - ‘PURELY BELTER’ - COMPETITION 


Competition closes by Noon, Friday , October 12th, 2001. = 
Winners will receive two (2) tickets to see the new movie ‘Purely Belter’, cour- 
tesy of ABSW and Dendy Films, at Cinemas from October 11th, (Brisbane from 
48th). = 

Sessions after 6pm on Saturdays are Excluded. 

ADELAIDE: Palace Nova Eastend Cinema. BRISBANE: Dendy Cinemas. 
CANBERRA: Ronin Cinemas. MELBOURNE: Kino, Village Rivoli and The 
Classic Cinemas. SYDNEY: Dendy Opera Quays, Dendy Newtown, 
Hayden Cremorne Orpheum and Roseville Cinemas. 

Sessions after 6pm on Saturdays are excluded. 


For Bookings & Further Information Please Contact: 


International Sports Tours 
Phone: (02) 9922 6166 Fax: (02) 9957 4026 
Toll Free: 1800 242 987 

Email: info @ sportstours.com.au 
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Sharon Black: Leading Australia female Soccer 
player. 


Knights stir-up Newcastle's Soccer past 


Dear Sir, 

Watching the adulation of the Newcastle 
Knights fans it is hard to believe that until 
the 1960's many of these peoples’ forbears 
were staunch Soccer fans. In fact at times, 
in its heyday long ago Soccer was the dom- 
inant football code in the Hunter region 
such was its popularity. 

To say Newcastle Soccer dominated Oz 
Soccer until the late fifties is no exaggera- 
tion. The heart and soul of Newcastle 
Soccer was the once mighty Wallsend 
Club. In its heydays, Wallsend was to Oz 
Soccer what South Sydney is to Rugby 
League and Collingwood to AFL, an icon 
club. 


Dear Sir, of 


Mudgeeraba Soccer club on Soccer, 


interest 


from Womens’ 


championscup@ hotmail.com. 
Wiie-= bess: iaceamel 


Queensland’s Gold Coast will 
host an international youth 
Soccer tournament Gold Coast 
Champions Cup open to boys. 
aged 10-18 years and girls of U- 
14 and 17 years. 

The tournament is conducted 
under FIFA rules and is sane- 
tioned by Soccer Australia and 
the Oceania Football 
Confederation. This is the 
largest youth tournament of its 
kind in Australia, Teams travel 
from every part of Australia and 
Chinese Taipei, Samoa, New. 
Caledonia, Cook Islands and 
New Zealand over 100 teams. 

While there are over 100 
teams in the tournament in the. 
girls 14’s, five teams, Brisbane 
Wild Cats, Bildela, Baron Bay, 
The gap, Mudgeeraba. And the 
17’s teams Alstonyille, Ipswich, 
Port Macquarie and 
Mudgeeraba. s 

If this trend continues the girls 
section will stop, so once again 
the girls will miss out due to lack 


The teams are club or school 
teams and the comp runs from 
September 30-October 6th, 2001. 

For further information con- 
tacts phone/fax 61 7 5530 4206, 
Mob: 0407 989 407, Email: 


www.Championsyouthcup.com, 
Postal address: Gold Coast 


Champions Cup, PO Box 1068, 
Mudgeeraba Qid 4211. 

Jerry Hoult, 

Mudgeeraba, QLD 


At a time when most Australians knew 
or cared little about Soccer, Wallsend 
Soccer club’s name and reputation was 
known in places far removed from 
Newcastle, Alas today, Wallsend is nothing 
more than a struggling minor league 
Newcastle club, 

Its famous ground and large support- 
base are long gone. 

Some years ago, ABSW printed a letter 
from a Canberra reader formerly of 
Newcastle, In it, he vividly described the 
wonderful, never-to-be-forgotten times he 
had in Newcastle following the Wallsend 
club at Crystal Palace in its heyday, 

Sadly but unintentionally, this letter was 
like an obituary rather than a recollection 
of a bygone era. 

In Oz Soccer the only thing certain is 
that nothing is certain (ain’t that the truth?). 
Currently there is another attempt to revive 
the fortunes of Soccer in the Hunter region, 

Newcastle United hopefully will suc- 
ceed where others before failed but can any 
Newcastle Soccer club ever achieve the 
unique icon status that belonged to 
Wallsend Soccer club? I doubt it. 

~ — R. Melor, 
Bondi, NSW 


Australia's senior national side, the Socceroos are destined for more support from the 


Green and Gold Army. 


GREEN AND GOLD ARMY GROWS 


Dear Sir, 


— _ As.acontributor to Soccer in this 


country [ urge you to support a new 
cause, the Green & Gold Army. 
The Green & Gold army is a sup- 
porters club that has been setup to 
coordinate all the Australian 
National Team supporters around 


the country and provide the 
Socceroos, Olyroos, Joeys, 
Matildas and Young Socceroos 
with the support they deserve. 

We currently have over 500 
members who will be sitting 
together at the MCG in November 
for the big game. However, we 


SOFA seeks Oz 


Dear Sir, 

Firstly allow me to say I was a 
little disappointed it took until the 
August 7, 2001 edition, piece on 
page 3 titled, Soccer Australia’s 
“New’ Board, and Bert Van Bedaf 
to really explain what was probably 
the most significant story in Soccer 
this year. 
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Although Bert did an eloquent 
job, surely shouldn't it have made 
front page? 

Anyway I’m writing to you 
because I am involved in a new 
group called SOFA, (Supporters Of 
Football Australia). 

The many people we represent 
and also read your paper have 


need more members to make the 
atmosphere as daunting as possible. 
Your support in promoting the 
group would be greatly appreciat- 
ed. 


Tecan be contacted after hours on 
03 97073503 if you wish to discuss: 
anything with me. 


Together we can all provide the 
Socceroos with the support they 
deserve'in November, A document 
with details of the group is attached 
along with an article that we would 
appreciate to be published. 

Yours sincerely, 

John McGauran, VIC. 


Soccer changes 


expressed a desire to know how 
SA is structured. I believe your 
paper would gain much interest and 
respect if you did so. 

Perhaps a diagram similar to a 
family tree or pyramid would illus- 
trate just how the hierarchy is 
formed and who is in it and how 
long have they been there? 
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Also would you be able to do a 
story on the 1974 squad that went 
to the last world cup, it would be 
interesting reading especially as the 
paper is getting a bit thin lately? 

Yours in sport 

Con Monteleone 
Donnybrook, VIC 


Newcastle Knights’ captain Andrew Johns lifts the 
rugby league trophy after beating Parramatta in the 
NAL Grand Final, penultimate Sunday. 


POOR, 
CANBERRANS 


Dear Sir, 
Events over the last few 
days haye shown that the 


new board of “Soccer_ 


Australia” have no more 
vision for the future of the 
world game than the crowd 
they replaced, 

Once more the team 
from the National capital is 
out ofthe NSL, and thus 
the best stadium in the 
league will be empty. 

Thousands of juniors 
will be Jost to the game, the 
people of Canberra will be 
convinced that the game is 


POOR 


a third world sport, and 
turn to League, Union and 
basketball, or eyen Ludo, 
It is ironic that the 
asis for the inclusion 
of teams in the NSL is 
based on the financial- 
backing of the clubs, when 
the said clubs have to fork- 
out thousands of dollars in 
court cases to fight for the 
right to compete in the 
League, thanks to the short 
sightedness and mumbo 
jumbo of “S.A.” faxes. 
Victor Heath, 
, Duffy, ACT. 


By Allan Crisp 


VIDMAR RETURNS AS 
IMPORT DEPARTS 


here were sharp weather variations here 

in Adelaide early last week - a breath of 

I fresh air on Monday, followed by a chill, 
ill wind on Tuesday, 

Those weather patterns were mirrored by hap- 
penings at the Adelaide City Force club when on 
Monday, Socceroo Aurelio Vidmar buried the 
hatchet of discontent by signing a new two-year 
contract. 

Then, on Tuesday night sour news broke that 
City’s Polish import Greg Lewandowski had quiet- 
ly slipped out of town to return home. 

Vidmar’s change of heart seemed highly unlike- 
ly because he had left the club five weeks previ- 
ously on what appeared to be irreconcilable terms. 

The rift looked complete when Vidmar flew to 
Sydney for discussions with the Olympic Sharks, 

City had earlier been unable to meet Vidmar’s 
contract terms, but last week rushed into damage 
control mode via a number of urgent phone calls, 

“It’s great to be back,” Vidmar said. “It was 
always my choice to continue my career with 
Adelaide City, and all I want to do now is to make 
sure I’m fully prepared for the season ahead.” 

Vidmar, like Alex Tobin, who left City to join 
Parramatta Power two seasons ago, enjoys icon sta~ 
tus at the Force. 

Vidmar is the only man left standing from the 
Adelaide City squad which claimed its first NSL 
championship in 1986. 

He returned to City in 1999 after forging an 
impressive professional seyen-season career in 
Europe and a season in Japan with Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima under coach Eddie Thomson. 

He and younger brother Tony (Now with 
Glasgow Rangers), began their footballing careers 
with the Flinders Park Primary School and pro- 
gressed to Underdale High and the Woodville 
Junior Soccer Club. 

Aurelio Vidmar joined Adelaide City as a 16- 
year old and made his NSL debut for City in 1985, 


! 


Aurelio Vidmar: “It was always my choice 
to continue my career at Adelaide City 
Force.” 

In his eight years overseas, he played 196 games 
for seven clubs, Kortrijk, Waragem and Standard 
Liege (Belgium), Feyenoord (Holland), Tenerife 
(Spain) and Sion (Switzerland). 

Vidmar created world headlines in 1994-95 
when he netted 22 goals for Liege to top the 
Belgium premier league goal chart. 


He represented Australia in the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics and won the Oceania Player of the Year 
award in 1995. 

A big occasion player, he scored the Socceroos 
goal in the 1-1 World Cup qualifier against 
Argentina at the Sydney Football Stadium and 
joined Harry Kewell as Australia’s goalscorers in 
the 2-2 World Cup qualifier against Iran at the 
MCG. 

Vidmar will not resume his career with the Force 
until the third round against Parramatta Power 
because of the opening round bye last Friday, while 
he must serve a one-game suspension in round two 
because he was sent off in the final game last sea- 
son. 

Adelaide City CEO Jeff Widera made it clear 
that Vidmar’s decision to retum to the club was 
unrelated to the departure of Lewandowski. 

The official line delivered from the Force was 
that the former Polish international made his shock 
decision to return home due to, “Family circum- 
stances.” 

He agreed to a two-year contract, but had been 
with the club for only four weeks, during which 
time he had joined City on its pre-season trip to the 
South Pacific for games against Samoa and Fiji. 

Lewanowski, who has played five times for the 
Polish national team and made 10 appearances for 
the Polish Olympic side, was impressive in City’s 
extensive program of trial games. 

“Tt no doubt was a difficult transition for Greg 
(Lewandowski), but as a professional player who 
lived on his own when he played in France and 
Spain, I would have thought he would have 
coped,” Widera said. 

“All along I got the impression that he was 
unsettled and that there was some problem back 
home that he needed to address.” Zi 


FORCE LINKS WITH AC MILAN 
t has taken Adelaide City Force president Bob 
D'Ottavi two trips to Italy to clinch the deal, but 

City is now AC Milan’s technical partner club in 

Australia. 

Written confirmation of the agreement with the 
giant Italian club has been received, sparking a 
partnership that will provide City assistance in 
developing the careers of its most promising young 
players. 

And, the other exciting prospect is that Franco 
Baresi, who is AC Milan's Youth 
Development Officer, could come to 
Adelaide to see City’s set-up at first hand. 

Force CEO Jeff Widera said that 
D’Ottavi had initiated the plan for City to 
identify its promising teenage talent, 
which would travel to Italy on a regular 
basis for training at AC Milan’s Milanello 
Sporting Complex. 

“AC Milan has agreed to cover all 
expenses of the players during their train- 
ing period and also will meet the airfares,” 
Widera said. 

“We are hoping to also develop a two- 
way exchange with some of Milan’s 
young players coming here to join us.” 


BYES BRING 
BLUES 


‘he demise of Canberra Cosmos has 

brought the dreaded, disruptive “bye” 
back to haunt coaches, players and admin- 
istrators. 

While 12 clubs sprang into action last 
weekend, Adelaide City remained on the 
NSL substitutes’ bench, having drawn the 
short straw in the first round. 


ABsw (Ss 


bye. 

Teams enjoying a winning streak would be 
unlikely to risk losing momentum when taking the 
enforced rest. 

Perhaps the clubs enduring a winless sequence 
would welcome the break to lick their wounds and 
revise their match tactics. 

My bet is that the majority would much prefer to 
say, “Bye-Bye” to the bye. 


AWARDS AWAIT 
ast week, ABSW gave a rundown on the Sergio 
Melta Medal candidates, the finalists for the 
SA Coach of the Year and named Tain Fyfe of 
Adelaide City as the winner of the Mutual 

Community Rising Star award. 

In the countdown to the big presentation night at 
the Hyatt Hotel on Monday, October 15, this week 

we reveal the finalists in other categories. 


BOB TELFER MEDAL 


FINALISTS 
(State League Player of the Year) 

Zeljko Bilandzic (Cobras) 
Juan Rodriguez (Hills Hawks) 
Daniel Stuart (Cumberland Foxes) 
Joe Rechichi (Enfield Falcons) 
Ric Cerrachio (Northern Demons) 
Adam Longshaw (Noarlunga Bulldogs) 
Mark Kelly (Para Hills Knights) 
Duncan Mather (Panthers) 
Russell Deeley (Salisbury Apaches) 
Steve Atkins (Seaford Surfers) 
Jim Tsekinis (Birkalla) 
Anthony Perrotta (Western Strikers) 


REFEREE OF THE YEAR 


FINALISTS 
Barry Panella * Craig Zetter * Matthew Cream 
The Young Referee of the Year award has been 
won by Paul Centrangolo. 


- Allan Crisp Be heard on the SRPH 
(11974M) “Marshall Thompson/Pacifie Real 
- Estate Breakfast Soccer each Tuesday from 7am- 
| 8.30am, along with Phil Seardigno, Peter Millar, 
The Advertiser Soccer writer Meno Toutsidis and 

producer Robbie Popplestone from Channel 10. \~ 
Former Australian international John Perin 
Crisp on SRPH (1197AM) each Sunday 


any ‘views, ress and information from NSE, 


Eastern Suburbs Soccer Football Association, in partnership with Northern Spirit Football Club, is 
inviting players to trial for Super Youth League teams for Season 2002. 


We have now entered a new era and a new agreement with Northern Spirit whereas players from 
the Eastern Suburbs, now have a direct pathway from Junior football to Senior football via Super’ 
Youth League, National Youth League, and National Soccer League. 


We have appointed a Director of Coaching, and highly qualified coaches and assistant coaches to 
all your Youth teams, as well as a specialist Goalkeeper coach, and we believe we have created a 
professional environment for our players to develop to their full potential. 


TRIAL DATES AND TIMES. 


Saturday October 13 at Heffron Park, 
Fitzgerald Avenve, Pagewood 


Palle, 


Ante Kovacevic (left): Opened the floodgates for 
Adelaide City. 


Adelaide City impress 
on NSL day off: 


Aaron Westervelt. 

Nippy Birkalla striker 
Daniel Ferreira ended a slick 
raid by slanting home from 
near the penalty spot to bring 
hoops of delight from the 
Birkalla corporate box, 

Thereafter, the fitter, sharp- 
er City capitalised on its 27 
joumeys into the opposition 
penalty area by gathering sec- 
ond half goals from substitute 
Louis Brain and two late 
beauties from Alex Moreira, 

The former Carlton and 


By Allan Crisp Allan Crisp 


delaide City revealed 
its new NSL strip 
and a flamboyant 


attacking style in downing 
SA State League champion 
Birkalla 4-1 at Hindmarsh 
Stadium on Friday night. 
Garbed in their Bellotti 
gear, which featured the tradi- 
tional black and white vertical 
stripes, understated by a thin 
orange trim, the home team 


looked magical and performed oy 
Seentar ly Northern Spirit striker roofed 
Birkalla did its best to imi- Powerful rocket in the 8ist 


minute before doubling Cityfs 
score six minutes later by 
accepting a perfect Carl Veart 
pass and cleverly chipping 
Anthony Breaden in the 
Birkalla goal. 

Those efforts completed a 
satisfying final trial for the 
Force who maintain their 
rhythm even after making four 
changes during the second 
half. 


tate Canberra Cosmos, the 
team it was replacing in this 
enforced friendly match, 
arranged to fill the first round 
“bye” void, and held Force 
scoreless until the 27th 
minute. 

Brilliant Force defender 
Ante Kovacevic broke the ice 
with a close range drive after 
Mario Karlovic was awarded 
a free kick when upended by 


City filled the void on Friday night by 
playing SA State League champion West 
Torrens Birkalla at Hindmarsh Stadium. 

On the one hand, the bye came as a 


Under 11 & 12 
Under 14 
Under 15 & 17 


9.00am till 11.00am 
11.00am till 1.00pm 
1.00pm till 3.00pm 


welcome relief because it gave several 


injured players an extra week of recupera- 
tion. 
But, a planned public unveiling of 


City’s 2001-2002 NSL squad had to be 
rescheduled to a date to coincide with the 
club’s first home game against Northern 
Spirit. 

Tt would be interesting to conduct a poll 
among the NSL coaches to determine if 
any of the 13 teams actually favour the 


All enquiries can be directed to the E.S.S.F.A. office during office hours on phone 9663 1600 
or to Charlie Davidson on 0402 407 638 
Any changes to venue or times will be posted on the ESSFA web site www.essfa.com 
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By Tim By Tim Caimakamis 


n front of a generous 
[er of 10,053, 

Newcastle United defeated 
the Melbourne Knights by 1-0 
to open their 2001-02 cam- 
paign. 

With a rather flat and lacklus- 
tre performance from the. 
Knights, and without their 
inspiring leader in Andrew 
Marth (suspended from last sea- 
son), they were unable to pene- 
trate the solid United defence, 
and therefore left the Hunter 
Valley smarting from their first 
loss having been undefeated in 
the pre-season. 

"Newcastle deserved to win 
as we played below what I 
expected" said captain coach 
Marth. "It doesn't help being 
stuck on a bus for 4 hours 
either", lamented Marth. 

The match was delayed for 
35minutes as the knights were 
trapped in a traffic jam on the F3 
freeway from Sydney to 
Newcastle, and virtually hop- 
ping-off the bus, getting 
changed and running straight 
onto the park. 

It seemed the team, having 
flown up in the moming decided 
to spend some time in Sydney 
before embarking to Newcastle, 
a decision they now must regret. 

Both teams started the match 
cautiously with both playing the 
same 3-5-2 formation, and it 
was United who began to domi- 
nate by stretching the Knights 
out wide and getting in behind 
their defence with both wingers 
in Travis Dodd and Rob 
Middleby using their pace to run 


Brisbane Striker 2 
_ Football Kingz 1 


By Glenn Davis ‘Vas Kalogeracos and Con Boutsianis retum- 

ing to Melbourne. 
risbane Strikers showed its reinclu- Like a boxing match, both the Kingz and 
sion in the national league was fully the Strikers came out sparring for the first ten 
justified with an upset win 2-1 win minutes but it was the home team, which 


over the Auckland Kingz in front of a 
record Ballymore crowd on Saturday 


night. 


‘The Strikers were dumped along with 
Canberra Cosmos from the national league 
in the off-season only to be later readmitted 
and handed the national league licence in its 


own right by Soccer Australia. 


The Strikers, which restructured its 
administration and employed former Soccer 
Australia boss Alan Vessey as its general 
manager, had an added incentive to do well 
in the season pipe-opener after southem 
media experts tipped them to win the wood- 


en spoon. 


The Kingz were the big spenders in the 


Newcastle Utd 1 
Melbourne Knights 0 


Travis Dodd: Newcastle’s 
speedy winger. 


at their opposition. 

Dodd did extremely-well as 
he was only a Jate replacement 
to the starting line-up for young 
debutant Joey Schrippa. Due to 
an administration oversight by 
United management, a dis- 
traught Joey was ineligible to 
play as the club had not 
obtained clearance from Soccer 
Australia. 

United had the better of the 
goalmouth action with shots 
from Dodd and captain Matt 
Bingley fizzing just wide of the 
goals. The best chance came in 
the 30th min. when Dodd sup- 
plied a cross from the right, a 
mistimed volley looped and 
bounce for United striker Daniel 
McBreen to head from 6 yards 
only for Knight keeper John 


from its pillage of Southern Melbourne with 


Jater exerted its dominance. 


ier victory. 


shot past the Kingz. keeper. 


off-season, but only Andy Vlahos remains 
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‘The Strikers, in front of a 3,516 fans, drew 
first blood when star Brazilian Fernando 
Rech showed his class poking home past 
rookie Kingz keeper Michael Theoklitos. 

‘Theoklitos’ clearance kicks off back pass- 
es was put under relentless pressure through- 
‘out the match but the youngster showed his 
worth in the second half with several point 
blank saves which denied the Strikers an eas- 


Despite being without some of its new 


Martin to bring off a point blank 
save and deflect the ball over 
the bar. 

Nil-all at half-time, United 
came out firing in the second 
half and bombarded the 
Melbourne goal. Under severe 
pressure, the Knights reacted 
angrily when a thru ball for 
Middleby saw a late challenge 
on Knight Keeper Martin lay 
down in pain. The resulting 
melee saw nearly every player 
on the park involved in scuffles 

culminating in Middleby 
receiving a yellow card for his 
challenge. 

The home crowd now 
brought to life, saw their thirst 
for a goal quenched when in the 
Sist min, United striker Joel 
Griffiths make a run down the 
right wing and supply a pin- 
point cross to Masi who headed 
the ball unchallenged into the 
net from 6 yards, 

The Knights were totally 
ineffective moving forward and 
constantly guilty of giving away 
possession. In the 62 min 
replaced striker Joseph Tricarico 
with midfielder Boris Ovcin and 
pushed Joel Porter to striker. 
Still unable to break the United 
defence, Marth the replaced 
midfielder Daniel Rocco with 
Zoltan Zold and played his a 
third striker, 

"Full credit to Newcastle; 
they pressured us well and 
stopped us playing our free 
flowing football", said a disap- 
pointed Marth. "It was impera- 
tive to get a (good) result and its 
saddening to come here and not 
get a point. ~ 


Wollongong Wolves 0 
Marconi Stallions 0 


By Otto Bader 


lhe opener of the NSL cam- 
paign for the Wolves at 
WIN Stadium on Friday 
night turned out to be a flop, end- 


The 5,237 crowd came out 
singing ‘We are the champions,’ but 
the Wolves did certainly not play as 
champions. Perhaps the expecta 
tions of everybody were too high 
after last year’s success. Marconi 
showed a courageous display of 
commitment and effort and could 
easy have snatched all three points 
despite chances being far in 
between. 

The visitors’ coach Lee Sterry 
was delighted with one point, 
expecting worse, saying the result 
was great and that his team played 
well; entertained the crowd; defend- 
ed well; battling all the way and 
challenging the champions to the 
extent that they almost stole all 
three points. In his words, “It was a 
good result despite the one~hours 
and-quarter delay with the bus 
breaking down. It was disappointing 
and affected the players’ concentra- 
tion”. 

Wolves coach Ron Corry was 
obviouusly not a happy man, admit- 
ting his side looked flat, poorly exe- 
cuted the task at hand, while point- 
ing'to the lengthy delay caused by a 
rather-unprofessional transport 
problem Marconi had on their way 
to Wollongong, resulting in the 
game starting an hour late. Corry 
however picked Paul Reid as his 
star performer. “Paul stood up as a 
senior player, though I must say we 
got what we deserved”. 

Marconi had beside of their 
proven performers a few young tal- 
ent in the side who showed a lot of 
promise and it seems promising that 
the side will win its share of games. 

The match proper kicked-off 
8.21pm instead of the scheduled 
7.20pm. One would assume an 


Harry Ngata: Football Kingz’ midfield general. 


Rech’s goal camé through brute strength 
as he shrugged off a tackle from Kiwi mid- 
fielder Gerard Davis, turned and poked his 


signings the Kingz too showed they were striker Paul Urlovic appeared offside as he 
fighters grafting their way back into the raced onto a long ball which forced Strikers 
game to level ten minutes after the break. keeper Jason Kearton to rush from his line 

But the goal looked dubious as Kingz 


away team would make arrange 
ments to arrive several hours before 
playing time to familiarise itself 
with the surroundings. 

Both teams started cautiously, as 
no one was risking anything which 
is probably understandable for the 
first game of the season. As it devel- 
oped the match was bereft of excite- 
ment and real-game action. Play 
was mostly restricted to mid-field as 
the attackers were starved of the ball 
and left to their own device. 

The visitors recorded the first 
comer-kick in the 6th minute and 
the next one in the 19th while the 
Wolves had to wait for their first 
comer until the 40th minute, show- 
ing how cautious both teams were to 
risk anything daring. A few long- 
range shots were tried to no avail. 
Striker Liam Austin had a fine 
opportunity in the 17th minute but 
fumbled the ball in a good position. 
‘The most dangerous situation caus- 
ing anxious moments for the home 
fans came when defender Buddy 
Farah headed a ball towards his own 
goal under-pressure forcing keeper 
Dean Anastasiadis to save brilliant- 
ly. The first yellow card came in the 
30th minute to Marconi’s Norman 
Tome for an over-excited tackle. 
Otherwise not much else happened, 
resulting in a rather dull first half. 

The second half was expected to 
be more active particular the home 
fans were looking for action. To an 
extent they did get a better deal, the 
Wolves did a lot of work, sometimes 
not finding sufficient composure 
and harmony as known from previ- 
‘ous Wolves teams, hopefully that 
will come in time. 

Wollongong did attack more and 
pressured the Marconi defence, 
forcing comers which did not bring 
any results. On the other hand Norm 
‘Tome tested the Wolves keeper sev- 
eral times with powerful shots and 
forced good saves. 

Several promising attacks from 
the Wolves did not bring anything 
even when striker Liam Austin was 
pulled down in the-area in the area 


in the 63rd minute, playing was 
waved on. Buddy Farah came clos- 
est for the Wolves with most other 
shots going wide. Before then, Paul 
Reid had blasted a 25yard effort 
inches above the Marconi goalpost, 
drawing gasps from thé expectant 
crowd. Marconi made the first play- 
ers change in the 70th minute fi 
Royce Brownlie came on for Kevo 
Gulessarian and later Sasa 
Radulovic for John Maisano and 
Grant Last for Norm Tome, The 
Wolves made changes in the 75th 
minute Max Nicholson for Liam 
Austin and Sean Babic for Buddy 
Farah and Naum Sekulovski for 
Paul Reid, with both coaches using 
all their substitutes. 

Another yellow card went to 
Marconi when James Afkos was 
booked in the 88th minute, Striker 
Stuart Young tried a scissors-kick, 
which nearly came off while 
Marconi’s Norm Tome hit the 
upright late in the game which final- 
ly ended at 10.06pm on a sour note 
for the fans who obviously expected 
more. 

For a season opener it was a tame” 
match, as both sides were clearly 
too cautious. 


Paul Reid: Wolves’ best 


player on the night. 


The game was delicately poised with both 
sides showing a willingness to attack but it 
wasn’t until seven minutes from time when 
the Strikers struck home the winner. 

Former Socceroo Kris Trajanovski 
showed his class laying off perfectly for Paul 
Foster to drill home from inside the box. 

The Kingz believed they deserved a 
penalty in injury time after Urlovie was 
brought down by substitute Adam Webber. 

But Adelaide referee Craig Zeta was on 
the spot and correctly ruled the infringement 
occurred just outside the box. 

Kosmina was delighted with the win but 
believed the Kingz’ first goal was offside 
while rival Mike Petersen also thought the 
late challenge by Webber was a penalty. 

“We needed that win. Nothing against the 
local competition but we haven't met a side 
like this in all our pre-season games and we 
needed it to bring us up to speed,” Kosmina 
said. 

“['m pleased we got the three points. With 
all the crap that’s gone on in the off season 
we needed to get a wit 

Kosmina was particularly pleased with 


Trajanovski’s performance. 


only to be beaten down low. 


“Traj got into some good areas and had 
two one-on-ones but their keeper did a good 
job to stop him.” 


ES 


South Melbourne captain, Paul Trimboli in action against 
Perth Glory over the weekend at the Lakeside Stadium. 


Parramatta Power 1 
Northern Spirit 3 


By Arvind Hickman 


Perth Glory 3 


By Bert Van Bedaf 


jitle favourite Perth Glory came and conquered, 
beating home-side South Melbourne 3-1 at Bob Jane 
stadium last Sunday night. 

An outstanding Bobby Despotovski, whose controversial, 
fingered salute during last season’s elimination final against 
the Melbourne Knights at Sunshine sparked ugly scenes off the 
field after the game, put two goals past South keeper Chris 
Jones in the first half to set up a convincing victory. Damian 
Mori sealed the win in the second half. Substitute Steve 
Manceski struck late for South. 

Surprisingly, Perth coach Mich d’Avray said, “I’m happy 
with the result but not with the way we played. The boys had 
their heads down after the game. They knew we can play bet- 
ter than we did. 

“We won without playing particularly well, but we scored at 
the right time and that’s the way it goes,” he said. 

South coach Eddie Krncevic said he wasn’t happy with the 
result, “But I thought the boys did quite well. Two moments of 
madness cost us two goals, one a penalty and the other a (keep- 
er Chris) Jones’ mistake, and then it’s hard to come back from 
two goals down. = 

“But there were also a lot of positives coming out of the 
game. (Young defender) Patrick Kisnorbo is pure class, Paul 
Trimboli was one of our best players and young Steve 
(Manceski) scoring also was a positive for us,” Krncevic said. 

Peter Buljan, who squandered several chances, should have 


ew-look Olympic 
Sharks opened their 
NSL season with a solid 


1-0 victory over Sydney United 


Olympic Sharks 1 
Sydney United 0 


given South the lead in the 17th minute, but he hit the side-net- 
ting from a cross by Clayton Bell. 

Instead, Perth went ahead via a penalty only four minutes 
later after Perth’s Brazilian signing Edgar was fouled in the 
box. Despotovski stepped up and, sending Jones the wrong 
way, drilled his spot-kick into the left corner. 

Glory doubled its lead two minutes before half-time after 
Despotovski intercepted a poor clearance by Jones, who tried 
to play the ball out to Steve losifidis, But Despotovski 
snatched the ball away and rounded Jones with a left-foot shot 
that hit the net at the far corner. 

South stepped up their endeavour after the break in an 
attempt to reduce the deficit, but Buljan continued to be off tar- 
get. In the 47th minute he was just wide with a shot from close 
range that should have found the net. 

Bell also came close in the 61st minute. The former Eastern 
Pride captain was on target, but Perth keeper Jason Petkovic 
saved with a dive to his left. 

Perth’s third goal illustrated the power of Glory’s strike 
force. Despotosvki and the rugged Damian Mori combined, 
knocking over defenders Fausto DeAmicis and Mehmet 
Durakovic in the process respectively, before Despotovski 
crossed and Mori tapped the ball home into an exposed goal. 

An unmarked Manceski (on for Bacak) scored a corsolation 
goal for South from a Vaughan Coveny cross three minutes 
into time added on. 


neither team produced anything 
else to write home about. 

United were never lacking in 
possession but couldnit engineer 
anything to crack the Olympic 
defence. 

Youngster Andrew Durante 
made his debut as sweeper for 
Olympic and was solid through 
out the match. 

“Overall, | was happy with my 
performance but more important- 


The game never reached any 
great heights with Olympic lack- 
ing the ruthless finishing they 
often displayed last season, 


with an impressive 3-1 victory over 

Parramatta Power at Parramatta Stadium 
last Saturday night, This often spiteful encounter 
was evenly poised until the 40th minute when Power 
defender David Barrett was sent off, and Spirit took 
control. 

Three of the new recruits were on target for 
Hickman's team, with Pablo Cardozo scoring a blinder 
after eight minutes to spark some much needed team 
confidence, 

Power certainly had their chances to level the game 
but some resolute defending by Spirit's Julian Watts, 
Michael Cartwright and Andy McDermott secured an 
important first up victory. 

Spirit coach Mick Hickman paid homage to his new 
additions suggesting they had the mental edge that was 
sorely missing from last season. 

“Last season we were blasted for not having any bot- 
tle and the boys came out here tonight and showed this 
side has plenty of it,” Hickman said. 

“When you play with passion there is bound to be 
some mis-timed tackles and it is something I am not 
worried about. I will only step in if we start getting 
send-offs for dissent and other matters like that.” 

Hickman was also relieved when Cardozo hit the 
back of the net after the team failed to score in presea- 
son. 

“T was a little worried because we hadn’t been scor- 
ing, but I knew deep down that we hadn’t seen Adrian 
(Cervinksi) and Pablo together and the quality players 
that they are, I knew they would deliver.” 

Power coach David Mitchell was disappointed his 
team gave away two relatively soft goals. 

“ thought the send-off was the turning point in the 
game but I was more annoyed that we had given away 
two floppy goals,” he said. 

“I was disappointed with our second half perfor- 
mance, even though we took the game to them, but it 
‘was difficult against a stacked defence.” 


Ne: Spirit kicked off their NSL campaign 


Northern Spirit's new striker, Pablo 
Cardozo scored a blinder against 
Parramatta Power at Parramatta Stadium. 


Power opened the game in a flurry and took the lead 
after only four minutes. 

Spirit’s defence failed to deal with a Damien Brown 
free kick allowing Nick Orlic to tuck the ball away 
from close range, 

Pablo Cardozo replied four minutes later with a bril- 
liant individual effort that lifted the whole team. 
Cardozo skipped past two Power defenders before 
unleashing a rocket into the top left-hand comer from 
20 metres out. 

Both teams were playit 


the game late in the first half. 

Power defender David Barrett was sent off in the 
40th minute for a ctude tackle on John Hutchinson, and 
the Spirit winger made them pay a few minutes later by 
heading home a Robert Trajkovski’s cross to gain the 
lead. 

Julian Watts added a third in the 49th minute, head- 
ing home after John Hutchinson glanced a Robbie Enes 
free-kick, but question marks have to be raised over the 
Power's soft defence. 

Spirit's captain, Craig Foster, was also given his 
marching orders for a second yellow card in the 75th 
minute creating an exciting finish. 

Power raided the Spirit goal for the remainder of the 
game and had two chances cleared off the line with 
Buonovoglia also missing a one-on-one. 

Both teams should take heart from this game with 
much improved performances on the respective fixture 
from last season. 


at their new home, Toyota Park 
last Saturday. 

Dylan MacAllister was the 
saviour in front of over 9,000 
vocal fans. 

The Young Socceroo striker 
was on hand to slot away a par- 
tied Tom Pondeljak free kick in 
the 67th minute. 


Nick Carle should have opened 
the scoring in the 20th minute 
from the penalty spot after 
Jerome Harris was brought down, 
But Carle hit the shot poorly for a 
regulation Brett Hughes save. 

Harris had another close call 
for Olympic when his shot hit the 
upright in the second half, but 


Sydney United’s midfield general, Kresimir Marusic (front) is dispossesed by Olympic 
Sharks striker, Nick Carle at Toyota Park last Saturday. 


ly, we got off to a winning start 
for the new season” he said after 
the match. 

The Sharks deservedly gained 
all three points, but more impor- 
tantly produced the off field sup- 
port that will be crucial for suc- 
cess at their new base. 
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Coach Marth 
itching to | 
lace boots 


By Tim Caimakamis 


elbourne Knights player- 
coach, Andrew Marth is 
looking forward to get back 


Marth however still believes that ° 
defensively he has the best back three in 
the country. It’s just that he was let down 
by the midfield and his strikers. 

Marth was very disappointed as it was 


Andrew Marth: Itching to lace boots in the new season for Melbourne Knights. 


determined Newcastle 
United outfit in front 


their free-flowing Soccer. 


Live broadcasts for 
Utd games 


By Tim Caimakamis 


| ocal Newcastle Radio sta- 
tion, 2HD (am 1143) has 
broken new grounds in 
NSW, becoming the first commer- 
cial station to broadcast matches 
from the NSL competition on a 


permanent basis. inaugural goalkeeper for Newcastle pilot. I just have to make the transi- 
2HD will broadcast all of KB United when they were admitted tion and it'll come. kept saying on U/17'S 4.00PM 7 
Newcastle United’s home and away to the National League in 1978. air, whether you love it or you hate it, ‘CAD 


matches, Live on Air, with the first 
game being last Friday against the 
Melbourne Knights. 

QHD General Manager George 
Liolio stated that it’s a service that’s 
required and for a long time request- 
ed, and complements the station’s 


Newcastle 


Tate” said a proud Mr Liolio. 

The commentary team consists of 
local broadcaster Aaron Carey (who 
will call the game) and Phil Dando, 
who has had many years of media 
experience, will provide expert com- 
ments, Originally from Liverpool in 
England, Dando came out to 
Australia in the seventies and was the 


During the course of this season, 
the team will add a “sideline-eye” and 
will also be joined by Foxtel Soccer 
commentator Andy Paschalidis. 

Both Aaron and Phil were 
extremely happy with the first time 
call of the ‘game, especially consider- 


before. He got excited at the right 
time and kept his cool at the right 
time as well. I think we did quite a 
200d job for the first go” said Dando, 

As the project was only finalised 
10 days ago, our program pattern is 
not finalised but will evolve over the 


season. 

“Soccer terminology is what I 
have to get used to as things have 
changed from when I played as a 
kid”, said Camey. 

“The other small problem is, all 
the calling I have done before was 
rugby league, and when you com- 
mentate a lot of the brain is on auto 


its more than what you were getting 
before. 

A lot more, and maybe cther com- 
mercial stations around the country 
might consider broadcasting Soccer 
as well. 

It is rumoured that United are to 


other sports programs. “We have had ~ ing that they had to fill in for 35min- make specialised transistor radios 
a good response from the public aS ies as the kick-off was delayed. = | with a 2HD logo on one side and 
well our public officials and in pat- “J thought Aaron called it well for Con Constantine: Newcastle United on the other, especially for 


ticular Newcastle’s Lord Mayor John 


someone who hasn’t called Soccer 


United owner. 
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their supporters. 


onto the pitch this weekend against 
the Adelaide City Force in Melbourne. 

Having to endure the frustration of 
being suspended for the opening match 
of the season, Marth witnessed 
his troops succumb to a 


four hours to get here (Marathon 
Stadium)”, lamented Marth, having been 
held-up in traffic due to an accident on 
the freeway from Sydney to Newcastle. 
Full credit was given to Newcastle 
who pressured the Knights, closing them 
down early and didn’t allow them to play 


haven’t lost a pre 


As for next weel 


midfield role. 


imperative to get a good result. “We 
eason game this year 
and it was sad we didn’t come away with 
at least a point” he said. 


their won’t be much 


could 


— 


| Hajduk 
254 Wanderers 
SOCCER CLUB 


| Soccer Trials 2002 Season 


] Head Coach: Tomuty McCulloch Mobile: 0416 089 604 


OCTOBER 20th & 27th- 


U/11'S 2.00PM © U/12'S 4.00PM 


| 


21st & 


| U/13'S 10.00AM * U/15'S 2.00PM U/14'S = 12.00 NOON * 


28th 


: 

] 

| E 

OCTOBER 14th uits200Pm-u12s 4.00PM 


change. Marth said “the boys have to 
take a very good look at 
themselves and say 
they have 


of large, home done any better, and 
crowd, over the 50-70% would” 
Lane agree they could 
Wherein have. So hopefully it 

= i will be a different 
ae ae jghes story next week”, 
ae expect- Asked if he was 
ed and the end on e aie 
Ae ue empathically 
wantin replied. “most 
coach Marth. “It took us nearly eae 


Mash hopes to make a big differ- 
ence playing in his favoured central 


“{ think in midfield we lacked a 
leader, someone who could hold the ball 
up. So T hope to fill those shoes.” 


t’s Socceroos 
v Uruguay? 


ruguay are shap- 
ing up as 
Australia’s oppo- 


nents next month in the 
crucial Oceania-South 
American play-offs for the 
2002 World Cup finals. 

After last weekend’s 
games in the South 
American group, Uruguay 
are firmly rooted to the fifth 
Spot with 25 points from 16 
games, two behind fourth- 
placed Brazil, while 
Colombia are sixth with 21. 
Both teams have two games 
to play. 

Uruguay now appear 
(0 finish fifth and face 
ia region winners 
Australia in a two-leg play- 
off. Only the top four teams 
qualify directly for Japan 
and South Korea. 

Colombia will have to 
win their last two games 
and hope for slip-ups by 
Brazil or Uruguay. 

Uruguay, who were once 
@ major power in interna- 
tional soccer but have not 
qualified for a World Cup 
since 1990, took early con- 
trol in the Centenario stadi- 
um, the venue where they 
won the inaugural tourna- 
ment in 1930, 

Alvaro Recoba, 
Uruguay’s biggest star, who 
laces boots for Inter Milan 
in the Italian Serie A, had 
two early chances from free 
kicks, but one was saved by 
goalkeeper Oscar Cordoba 
and the other hit the 
Colombian wall. 

The home team went 
ahead when Mario Yepes 
grabbed Paolo Montero’s 
shirt in the penalty area and 
Magallanes calmly convert- 
ed the penalty in the 34th 
minute. 

Colombia took an hour to 


muster their first shot, when 
Valentierra was just off-tar- 
get with an effort from the 
edge of the penalty area. 


The warning — went 
unheeded by Uruguay and 
seven minutes later, 
Valentierra unleashed a 
looping left-foot shot from 
25 years which flew over 
Gustavo Munoa into the 
net, 

Dario Silva missed an 
excellent chance after a 
Recoba free kick rebounded 
to him and substitute 
Richard Morales had a 
header cleared off the line 
by a defender as Uruguay 
pressed desperately for a 
late winner. 

Cordoba saved Colombia 
again in the 86th minute 
when he turned away a free 
kick by Pablo Garcia. 


OCCER in Melbourne 

can only go up. It has 

never been so down 
since the start of the NSL in 
1977, almost 25 years ago. As 
late as little over a decade 
ago Melbourne represented 
half of the National Soccer 
League. 

There was Melbourne 
Croatia, Preston Makedonia, 
South Melbourne Hellas, 
Sunshine George Cross, 
Footscray JUST, Heidelberg 
United and Brunswick 
Juventus. 

There have been others as 

well in the past Mooroolbark, 
Green Gully Ajax, and in 
recent years Collingwood 
Warriors, as well as Eastern 
Pride and Carlton, who 
dropped off at the end 
i) of last season. 
Now, at the start of 
| season 2001/2002, 
there are two clubs 
i left, Melbourne 
} Knights (erstwhile 
|) Croatia) and South 
| Melbourne (now with- 
out the Hellas tag) as 
the sole NSL represen- 
tatives in Melbourne. 

Notably, these two 
clubs have also been 
| the most successful 
local clubs in the last 


ten years. South 
} Melbourne — captain 
Paul Trimboli 


remarked on that dur- 
ing the season’s launch 
in Port Melbourne last 
| week. 

“In the last ten years 


Stefan Kamasz: National Soccer YoU can't look past 
League General Manager. 


South Melbourne and 
the Knights in terms of 


UPON RTE ROE Be 


Uruguayan player Washinton Tais (left) and Federico Magallanes celebrate their goal against Colombia last weekend in eas 
Uruguay. It is looking likely that the Uruguayans will face Australia in the play-offs next month. 


MELBOURNE'S SOCCER WOES BLAMED ON AFL 


success,” Trimboli said. 

South beat the Knights in 
the 1991 grand final. The 
Knights captured titles in 1995 
and 1996, Apart from losing 
the 1991 grand final, they also 
ost in 1992 and 1994. 

South also won the champi- 
onship in 1998 and 1999 and 
lost to Wollongong in last sea- 
son’s grand final. 

With so much success by 
two clubs in one city, one 
would expect soccer to be far 
more popular and the clubs to 
attract much bigger crowds 
than they have done. 

NSL general manager 
Stefan Kamasz said the barrier 
that is blocking soccer’s path 
in Melbourne still is Australian 
Rules. 

“Everybody who under- 
stands soccer knows that the 
most difficult market in 
Australia is Melbourne, large- 
ly because of the AFL down 
here,” Kamasz said. 

“If we are going to succeed, 
we have to ensure that we get 
it right in Melbourne. The 
number of teams in the nation- 
al league that have come from 
Melbourne has diminished and 
fight now we only have two. 

“Td like to think that some 
stage in the future it is possible 
to increase that number. But it 
is very difficult when you have 
a lack of funding available to 
impact on the market in 
Victoria. 

“We need a lot of dollars to 
be able to do that in the longer 
term. What's been happening 
at Soccer Australia board level 
and what’s been happening at 
the SA commission, certainly 
these two bodies can ensure 
that we can move forward and 
the fruits will be borne. 

“That will eventually lead 


to more money coming into 
the game. But we do need to 
spend a lot of money in 
Victoria to make the impact 
that is necessary to put up a 
competition that is the match 
of the AFL. 

“Tt will take a lot of doing 
and it will be a long term thing. 
I can’t see us really being suc- 
cessful in the Melbourne mar- 
ket until such time money has 
come into the league. 

“You'll find the (SA) board 
is trying to remedy the situa- 
tion and T remain optimistic 
about the future,” he said. 

Joe Brondolino, SA com- 
missioner and former chair- 
man of the Victorian Soccer 
Federation, pointed to the 
greater soccer involvement by 
Channel Seven this season. 

“Channel Seven is taking a 
more pro-active role this sea- 
son. Its coverage will be more 
comprehensive than it has 
been in the past,” Brondolino 
said. 

Seven’s coverage this sea- 
son will feature a program on 
Sunday at 11am and a match 
highlight package on Friday, 
11.45pm. Its pay-television 
channel C7 will show three 
maiches during the week as 
well as a “magazine-style 
show” on Mondays, 8.30pm. 

“Because of the situation 
with Canberra, when the (SA) 
board had to make a difficult, 
but, I might add, a correct 
decision, the (13) clubs have 
lost a home game,” Kamasz 
said. 

“We will be looking to 
introduce other matches. The 
clubs themselves have indicat- 
ed they'd like to start a knock- 
out competition, which is due 
to start around the end of 
December and early January 


and will continue for a couple 
of months. We're seeking the 
involvement of the State feder- 
ations. 

“It is important that the 
NSL clubs make up the games 
that they've lost. There’s a loss 
of revenue and we've got to 
make that up where possible,” 


12th October 
44th October 
19th October 


Under 11 


he said. 

Another move to bolster 
soccer’s profile in Melbourne 
is to stage matches at Colonial 
Stadium. 

Kamasz said discussions 
had been held with Cajonial 
chief Ian Collins and Channel 
Seven, which is headquartered 


t Tigers 


2002 Trials 


« League Cadets & 


at the dation 

“We've had discussions and 
we'd like to be in a position to 
play some matches there this 
year, Obviously-it will be a 
costly exercise and we'll need 
to sit down with Jan Collins 
and discuss what ever deal can 
be derived at,” he said. 


Soccer Club Inc. 


Oval No.2, Leichhardt 


5.30pm 
9.00am 
5.30pm 


Friday 
‘Sunday 
Friday 


42th October 
14th October 
19th October 


Saturday 13th October 


Tuesday 
Tuesday 


9th October 
16th October 


Wednesday 10th October 
Wednesday 17th October 


‘ith October 
18th October 


Thursday 
Thursday 


Under 13 
9.00am Monday 
Saturday 20th October 9.00am 

Under 14 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 
Under 15 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 
Under 17 
6.00pm, 
6.00pm 


Saturday 18th October 
Saturday 20th October 


Saturday 13th October 
Saturday 20th October 


Saturday 13th October 
Saturday 20th October 


15th October 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS 24HR INFO LINE 


satich Ede 666 
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BRISBANE 
STRIKERS 


Squad: Jason Kearton, Corey Baldock, Nathan Coe, 


Strikers. 


Matthew Bell, Andrew 
Davidson, Stuart McLaren, 
Jon McKain, Adam 

Webber, Shane 
Stefanutto, John 
Carbone, Lawrence 
Drake, Peter 
Grierson, Daniel 


Dreger, Richie Alagich, Paul 
Foster, Matthew McKay, David Pilic, 
Fernando Rech, Kris Trajanovski. 

Coach: John Kosmina. 
Last season finish: 12th 


Coach: Gary Phillips 
Last season finish: 4th 


an Perry, Mark Atkinson, Levent 
outzioulis, Wynton Rafer, Gerard 
vndy Viahos, Heremaia Ngata, Mark 
icedan, Sean Douglas, John 

é i Debeve, Joe Tricarico. 
Coach: Andrew Marth. 
Last season finish: 6th 


MARCONI 
STALLIONS 


Mark 
Dominic 
James 
Norman 
Christian 
Care, Raphael Bove, Royce Brownlie, Michael Tumbull, 
Grant Last, Angelo Costanzo, John Maisano, Sasa 
Radulovic, Brendan Renaud, Michael Beauchamp, Erick 
Anabalon, Steven Bozinovski, Alex Brosque, Daniel 
Schwarzer, Shane Webb, Bob Catlin. 

Coach: Lee Sterrey 

Last season finish: 5th 


Squad: 
Babic, 
Longo, 


Afkos, 
Tome 


Dominic Longo: Marconi Stallions captain. 
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OLYMPIC 
- SHARKS 
Squad: Clint Bolton, Troy Halpin, Glenn Moore, Damon Collina, 
Greg Owens, Dylan Macalister, Franco Parisi, Elias Augerinos, 
Nick Carle, Sebastian Sinozic, Jolin Karoubas, Peter Zorbas, 
Andrew Packer, Anthony Deumanis, 1 indsay Wilson, Paul Kobler, Ante Juric, Elias 
Demourtzidis, Jade North, Jeromy Harris, Torimy Pondeljak, Wayne Sthoj. 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


Squad: Martin John, Adam Hrehoresin, Darren McGrath, Daniel 
Vasilevski, Rody Vargas, Sasa Ogneno 
Marth, Joey Rajher, Antun Kovacic, Daniel 
Kiratzoglou, Zoltan Zold, Andy Vargas, Daniel Rocco, Boris Ovcin, Joel 
Porter, Xhezair Sulemani, Anthony Pelikan, Toto Da Costa, Daniel 


Parramatta Power 
| Squad: David Barrett, Peter Bennett, 
‘Damien Brown, Jotin Buonavoglia, Mark 
‘Bymes, Steve Eagicton, Ahmad Elrich, 
Steve Fitzsimmons, Brad Groves, Brett 
Holman, Matthew Langdon, Lubo 
Lapsansky, Wayne O'Sullivan, Nick 
Offic. Les Pogliacomi, Liam Reddy, 
Lake Roadenberg, Matt Thompson, Alex 


Dave Mitchell ¥ 


Perth Glory 
‘Squad: Jason Petkovic, Tony Franken, 
Jamie Harnwell, Ljubo Milicevic, Craig 
Deans, Scott Miller, Dion Valle, Shane 
Pryce, David Tarka, Paul Roberts, 
Antonio Naglieri, Todd Hamwell, Edgar 
Alrighi, Brad Maloney, Gareth Naven, 
Matt Horsley, Anthony Danze, Alistair 
Edwards, Damian Mori, Bobby 
Despotovski, Gary Faria, Michael 
Garcia, Nick Mrdja. 
Coach: Mich D'Avray 
Last season finish: 3rd [AR SAib4 


Steve Horvat, Andrew 
iorkowski, Ivan Jolic, Alex 


NEWCASTLE 
UNITED | 


aS : Daniel Beltrame, Michael 
Prentice, Andy Roberts, Chris. Zoricich, 
Todd: McManus, Matthew Bingley, Travis 


WOLLONGONG 


Squad: Alex Castro, Buddy Farah, Beren Sullivan, David 
Cervinski, George Nohra, Grant Barlow, Naum Sekulovski, 
Robert Stanton, Steven Dimitrievski, Zeljko Babic, Alvin 
Ceccoli, Ben Blake, David Huxley, Dean ~ 
|-Anastasiadis, George Souris, Max Nicholson, 
Paul Reid, Stuart Young, Liam Austin, 


il 
Coach: Ron Corry - “ 


Last season finish: 2nd (premiers) 


Sydney United 

Squad: Brett Hughes, John Perosh, Elvis 
Olic, Michael Cunico, Brend:nt Santalab, 
Jack Samani, Goran Talevski, Aytek Genc, 
Terry Palapanis, Michael Santtlab, Milan 
Bosnar, Paul Bilokapic, Nahuel Arrarte, 
Vince Savoca, Zeljko Kopic, Ante Moric, 
Aljosa Asanovic, Ante Deur, Ante Milicic, 
Jon Angeluci, Cummins Menapi, Daniel 


Watkins, Zlatko Arambasic. | ie 


Coach: Branko Culina 
Last season finish: 10th 


" a 
Nick Tolios, 
Sekuloyski, Sel 


Paul ‘Trimboli, 
Coveny, 


Last season finish; 
Ist (beaten grand finalists) 


WOLVES 


Alvin Ceccoli: Wollongong Wolves’ defendable 


midfielder. 


NORTHERN 
SPIRIT 


Squad: Lupce Acevski, Julian Watts, 


Simon Bell, Noel Spencer, Robert 
Trajkovski, Scott Thomas, Andrew 
McDermott, Craig Foster, Adrian 


Cervinski, Pablo Cardozo, Troy Cranney, 
John Hutchinson... Michael Cartwright, 
Tony Perinich, Gabriel Mendez, Robbie 
Enes, Ryan Griffiths,Paul Henderson, 
‘Adam Griffiths, Jacek Sobezyk, Steven 
Baveas, Brent Fisher, 

Matthew Hunter, Alex 


Wilkinson, Jacob Rex. 
Coach: Mick Hickman ) 


Last season finish: 13th —&. 


ABsw (8) 


Round 1 
(W/E 7th October 2001) 


FRI 05-10-01 
Wollongong Wolves Youth Vs Marconi Stallions 
Youth 5.00pm - WIN Stadium 
FRI 05-10-01 
Newcastle United Youth VsMarconi Stallions Colts 
5,15pm - Marathon Stadium 
TBA 


QAS Vs ACTAS - TBA 
TBA 
SAT 06-10-01 
Olympic Sharks Youth Vs Sydney United Youth 
5.00pm - Toyota Park 
SAT 06-10-01 
Parramatta Power Youth Vs Northern Spirit Youth 
§,00pm - Parramatta Stadium 
TBA 
Sydney United Colts Vs NSWIS (TBA) - Sydney 
United Sports Centre 
BYE - AIS 


Round 2 
(W/E 14th October 2001) 


FRI 12-10-01 
NSWIS Vs Marconi Stallions Youth 6.30pm - 
Valentine Sports Park 
SAT 13-10-01 
Northern Spirit Youth Vs Newcastle United Youth 
4.00pm - Christie Park 
SAT 13-10-01 
Parramatta Power Youth Vs Wollongong Wolves 
Youth 5.00pm - Parramatta Stadium 
SUN 14-10-01 
ACTAS Vs Sydney United Colts 5.00pm - 
AIS Soccer Field 
SUN 14-10-01 
Marconi Stallions Colts Vs AIS 5.00pm - 
Marconi Stadium 
SUN 14-10-01 
Sydney United Youth Vs QAS 2.00pm - 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
BYE - Olympic Sharks Youth 


Round 3 
(W/E 21st October 200 


FRI 19-10-01 
Wollongong Wolves Youth Vs NSWIS 5.00pm - 
WIN Stadium 
FRI 19-10-01 
Newcastle United Youth Vs Parramatta Power 
Youth 5.15pm - Marathon Stadium 
SAT 20-10-01 
AIS Vs Northern Spirit Youth 5.00pm - 
AIS Soccer Field 
SAT 20-10-01 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs ACTAS 4.30pm - 
Marconi Stadium 
SAT 20-10-01 
Olympic Sharks YouthVs Marconi Stallions Colts 
5.00pm - Toyota Park 
SAT 20-10-01 
Sydney United Colts Vs Sydney United Youth 
4.00pm - Sydney United Sports Centre 
BYE - QAS 


Round 4 Round 8 
(W/E 28th October 2001) (W/E 21st November 2001) 


FRI 26-10-01 
Newcastle Utd Youth Vs W'gong Wolves Youth 
5.15pm - Marathon Stadium 
SAT 27-10-01 
Northern Spirit Youth Vs Olympic Sharks Youth 
4.00pm - Christie Park 
SAT 27-10-01 
Parramatta Power Youth Vs AIS 5.00pm - 
Parramatta Stadium 
SUN 28-10-01 
ACTAS Vs NSWIS 5.00pm - AIS Soccer Field 
SUN 28-10-01 
Marconi Stallions Colts Vs QAS 5.00pm - 
Marconi Stadium 
SUN 28-10-01 
Sydney United Youth Vs Marconi Stallions Youth 
2.00pm - Sydney Utd Sports Centre 
BYE - Sydney United Colts 


Round 5 


(W/E 4th November 2001) 


FRI 02-11-01 


Wollongong Wolves Youth Vs ACTAS 5.00pm - 


WIN Stadium 
FRI 02-11-01 
NSWIS Vs Sydney United Youth 6.30pm - 
Valentine Sports Park 
SAT 03-11-01 
AIS Vs Newcastle United Youth 7.00pm - 
AIS Soccer Field 
SAT 03-11-01 
QAS Vs Northem Spirit Youth 4.45pm - 
Ballymore Stadium 
SAT 03-11-01 
Olympic Sharks Youth Vs Parramatta Power 
Youth 5.00pm - Toyota Park 
SAT 03-11-01 
‘Sydney Utd Colts Vs Marconi Stallions Colts 
4.00pm - Sydney Utd Sports Centre 
BYE - 
Marconi Stallions Youth 


Round 6 


(W/E 10th November 2001) 


FRI 09-11-01 
Newcastle Utd Youth Vs Olympic Sharks Youth 
5.15pm - Marathon Stadium 
FRI 09-11-01 
Parramatta Power Youth Vs QAS 5.00pm - 
Parramatta Stadium 
FRI 09-11-01 
Sydney Utd Youth Vs ACTAS 5.30pm - 
Sydney Utd Sports Centre 
SAT 10-11-01 
AIS Vs Wollongong Wolves Youth 7.00pm - 
AIS Soccer Field 
SAT 10-11-01 
Norther Spirit Youth Vs Sydney United Colts 
4.00pm - Christie Park 
SAT 10-11-01 
Marconi Stallions Colts Vs Marconi Stallions 
Youth 5.00pm - Marconi Stadium 
BYE -NSWIS 


Round 7 


(W/E 18th November 2001) 


WED 14-11-01 
Olympic Sharks Youth Vs AIS 5.00pm - 
Toyota Park 
FRI 16-11-01 
NSWIS Vs Marconi Stallions Colts 6.30pm - 
Valentine Sports Park 
SAT 17-11-01 
Wollongong Wolves Youth Vs Sydney Utd Youth 
4.30pm - WIN Stadium 
SAT 17-11-01 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Northern Spirit Youth 
4.30pm --Marconi Stadium 
SAT 17-11-01 
QAS Vs Newcastle United Youth 4.45pm - 
Ballymore Stadium 
SAT 17-11-01 
Sydney Utd Colts Vs Parramatta Power Youth 
4.00pm - Sydney Utd Sports Centre 
BYE - ACTAS @ AIS Vs QAS (TBA) 


WED 21-11-01 
Northern Spirit Youth Vs NSWIS 5.00pm = 
Christie Park 
WED 21-11-01 
Olympic Sharks Youth Vs Wollongong Wolves 
Youth 5.00pm - Toyota Park 
WED 21-11-01 
Parramatta Power Youth Vs Marconi Stallions 
Youth 5.00pm - Parramatta Stadium 
WED 21-11-01 
Marconi Stallions Colts Vs ACTAS 5.00pm - 
Marconi Stadium 
WED 21-11-01 
Sydney Utd Colts Vs Newcastle United Youth 
5.00pm - Sydney Utd Sports Centre 
BYE 
Sydney United Youth 


FRI 30-11-01 
NSWIS Vs Parramatta Power Youth 6.30pm - 
Valentine Sports Park 
SAT 01-12-01 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Newcastle Utd Youth 
4.30pm - Marconi Stadium 
SAT 01-12-01 
QAS Vs Olympic Sharks Youth 4.45pm - 
Ballymore Stadium 
SAT 01-12-01 
‘Sydney United Colts Vs AIS 4.00pm - 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
SUN 02-12-01 
ACTAS Vs Northern Spirit Youth 5.00pm - 

AIS Soccer Field 

SUN 02-12-01 
‘Sydney Utd Youth Vs Marconi Stallions Colts 
4.00pm - Sydney Utd Sports Centre 
BYE - 
Wollongong Wolves Youth 


Round 10 
(W/E 9th December 2001). 


FRI 07-12-01 
Newcastle United Youth Vs NSWIS 5.15pm 
Marathon Stadium 
SAT 08-12-01 
AIS Vs Marconi Stallions Youth 7.00pm - 
AIS Soccer Field 
SAT 08-12-01 
Northem Spirit Youth Vs Sydney United Youth 
4.00pm - Cromer Park 
SAT 08-12-01 
QAS Vs Wollongong Wolves Youth 4.45pm - 
Ballymore Stadium 
SAT 08-12-01 
Olympic Sharks Youth Vs Sydney United Colts 
5.00pm - Toyota Park 
SAT 08-12-01 


Parramatta Power Youth Vs ACTAS 5.00pm - _| 


Parramatta Stadium 
BYE - Marconi Stallions Colts 


Ro 11 
(W/E 16th December 2001) 


FRI 14-12-01 
NSWIS Vs AIS, 6.30pm - Valentine Sports Park 
SAT 15-12-01 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Olympic Sharks 
Youth, 4.30pm - Marconi Stadium 
FRI 26-10-01 
Sydney United Colts Vs QAS, 6.30pm - 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
‘SUN 16-12-01 
ACTAS Vs Newcastle United Youth, 5.00pm - 
AIS Soccer Field 
SUN 16-12-01 
Sydney United Youth Vs Parramatta Power 
Youth, 4.00pm - 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
TUES 18-12-01 
Wollongong Wolves Youth Vs Marconi Stallions 
Colts, 5.00pm - WIN Stadium 
BYE - Northem Spirit Youth 


Round 12 
(W/E 21st December 2001), 


FRI 21-12-01 
Newcastle United Youth Vs Sydney United 
Youth, 5.15pm - Marathon Stadium 
FRI 21-12-01 
Northern Spirit Youth Vs Marconi Stallions Colts, 
5.00pm - North Sydney Oval 
SAT 22-12-01 
QAS Vs Marconi Stallions Youth, 4.45pm - 
Ballymore Stadium 
SAT 22-12-01 
Olympic Sharks Youth Vs NSWIS, 5.00pm 
Toyota Park 
SAT 22-12-01 
‘Sydney United Colts Vs Wollongong Wolves 
Youth, 4.00pm 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
BYE - 
Parramatta Power Youth 
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Round 9 Round 13 
(W/E 2nd December 2001) (W/E 6th January 2002) 


FRI 04-01-02 x 
Wollongong Wolves Youth Vs Northern Spirit 
Youth, 5.00pm... 
WIN Stadium 
TBA- NSWIS Vs QAS 
TBA -TBA 
SAT 05-01-02 
ACTAS Vs Olympic Sharks Youth, 5.00pm 

AIS Soccer Field 

SAT 05-01-02 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Sydney United Colts, 
4.30pm 

Marconi Stadium 

SUN 06-01-02 
Marconi Stallions Colts Vs Parramatta Power’ 

Youth, 5.00pm 

Marconi Stadium 
SUN 06-01-02 

Sydney United Youth Vs AIS, 4.00pm 
‘Sydney United Sports Centre 
BYE -Newcastle United Youth 


Round 14 
(W/E 13th January 2002) 


FRI 11-01-02 
NSWIS Vs Sydney United Colts, 6.30pm 
Valentine Sports Park 
SAT 12-01-02 
Northern Spirit Youth Vs Parramatta Power 
Youth 4.00pm 
Christie Park 7 
SAT 12-01-02 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Wollongong Wolves 

Youth, 4.30pm 

Marconi Stadium 
SUN 13-01-02 

ACTAS Vs QAS, 5.00pm 

AIS Soccer Field 

SUN 13-01-02 
Marconi Stallions Colts Vs Newcastle United 

Youth, 5.00pm 

Marconi Stadium = 
SUN 13-01-02 

Sydney Unites Youth Vs Olympic Sharks Youth. 
4.00pm 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
BYE -AIS 


Round 15 
(W/E 20th January 2002) 


FRI 18-01-02 
Wollongong Wolves Youth Vs Parramatta Power 
Youth, 5.00pm 
WIN Stadium 
FRI 18-01-02 
Newcastle United Youth Vs Northern Spirit 
Youth, 5.15pm, 
Marathon Stadium 


SAT 19-01-02 
AIS Vs Marconi Stallions Colts, 7.00pm 
AIS Soccer Field 
SAT 19-01-02 ~ é 
QAS Vs Sydney United Youth, 4.45pm 
Ballymore 


SAT 19-01-02 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs NSWIS, 4.30pm 
Marconi Stadium 


SAT 19-01-02 
Sydney United Colts Vs ACTAS, 4.00pm 
Sydney United Sports Centre 


BYE - 
Olympic Sharks Youth 
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Sim not bad Farina, 
not bad at all 


By Joe Russo 


o Frank Farina was 

made a ‘mystery’ offer 

by an Italian club to 
coach there presumably 
sooner rather than later, The 
money being mentioned is 
around $A1 million plus the 
use of a villa and a car, 
depending on which reports 
are to be believed. 

For Farina this would surely 
represent the opportunity of a 
lifetime. Who wouldn't want 
to coach in Italy and perhaps 
even in the Serie A? However, 
there are several points which 
merit consideration if this 
story is to be believed. 

Farina, as national coach, is 
yet to be appointed by Soccer 
Australia for anything after the 
Noyember qualifying matches 
against a South American 
‘opponent, Under the previous 
Soccer Australia Chairman, 
Tony Labbozzetta, Farina was 
almost certain to be offered a 
four-year extension on his con- 
tract, 

However, when, 
Labbozzetta was voted out 
office and Ian Knop took over, 


things started to change for 
Farina. 

Soccer Australia is current- 
ly taking a wait-and-see 
approach to Farina’s contract - 
in short, if Australia qualifies 
for the World Cup, then Farina 
will be offered a four-year 
extension but if Australia fails, 
then the picture for Farina 
changes. 

‘Many would argue that this 
wait-and-see approach by 
Soccer Australia is wise but it 
could also be a real winner for 
Farina as well. However, there 
is areal danger in it for Farina 
in the event of World Cup fail- 
ure. 

The positive scenario as far 
as Farina is concerned reads 
something as __ follows; 
Australia qualifies for the 
World Cup and Soccer 
Australia offers him a four- 
year extension on his contract. 

As a World Cup coach, his 
name will also now be on a 
world stage along with the 
likes of Giovanni Trapattoni 
and Sven Goran Eriksson. 
Farina will become ‘hot prop- 
erty’ and his options will be 
plentiful. He will be able to 
choose whether or not he 


wants to remain as Socceroo 
coach or pursue a much-more 


lucrative contract at a 
European club. 
The other side of the equa- 


tion for Farina is not so rosy; 
Australia doesn’t qualify and 
Soccer Australia decides to 
look elsewhere. Farina’s name 
will not be on a world stage, 
his ‘value’ will be less and so 
too will be his options. 
Perhaps a return to National 
Soccer League coaching will 
await him, 

This is where the current 


‘ew South Wales (U/15) and Northern 
NSW (U/16) proved victorious in the 


National 


proved with scores fini: 


‘Talent 
Championships finals over the weekend. 
NSW had to get home in a penalty shootout 
against Queensland, while NNSW needed just one 
goal to beat Western Australia in the Under-16. 
‘The Under-15 final was always going to a 
result between two very good teams and so it 
ing level at 0-0 at the end 
of regulation time. NSW prevailed in a tense 


Italian option is such a dilem- 
ma. If an offer has really been 
made, then Farina is gambling 
if he doesn’t take it. He is of 
course gambling on 
Australia’s qualification. A 
$A1 million offer would put 
him in the price bracket of a 
modest Serie A club. 

Gigi Del Neri, current 
coach of newly promoted 
‘Chievo Verona, earns about a 
third of that amount but 
Marcello Lippi, current coach 
of Juventus, cams about six 
times that figure. Therefore, 


Identification 


lose 


draw. 


penalty shootout 5-4. 

Dr Gary Johnson, coach of the Queensland 
Under-15 side was clearly disappointed with 
result. “Over the week, we did perform well, in 
particular seeing as the boys scored 32 goals in 
their six matches, which is enormous,” he said. 

“Both sides were capable of scoring , but neither 
keeper was really tested, and both teams only cre- 
ated half chances,” 

In the 3rd and 4th place play-offs, Western 
Australia defeated Country Queensland comfort- 
ably, by four goals to two, while NSW and Soccer 
Canberra (ACT) finished equal third after a 1-1 


Frank Farina: Tempting offer of $1 on his table 
from Italian clubs. 
Farina’s offer is not bad. 

Asa Serie A player in 1991 
he lasted about two months at 
Bari. Firstly under coach 
Gaetano Salvemini he occa- 
sionally got a run, but when 
Salvemini was sacked and 
replaced by Polish legend, 
Ziggy Boniek, Farina was sent 
g. While it is an 


the Serie A, there are 


in the Serie A than Farina. 


achievement to play at all in 


literally thousands of 
Italian players, and other for- 
eigners, who have an as good 
as, if not better, playing record 


As a coach Farina won an 
NSL title in Australia in 1997 
with Brisbane Strikers but 


failed to. inspire Marconi to 
any great heights a few years 
ago, His appointment as 
Socceroo boss came when he 
beat off fellow contenders 
Angie Postecoglou, Eddie 
Kmeévie and David Mitchell. 
It is more than likely though 
that this Italian offer was a 
ploy to put pressure on Soccer 
Australia. 

Firstly, why wasn’t the 
Tralian club named? And sec- 
ondly, considering his record, 
Farina hardly. made a lasting 
impression in Italy. In fact, 
your average Italian on the 
street certainly wouldn't know 
the name, 

Farina is right to say that his 
priority is to get Australia to 
qualify for the World Cup and 
that it is his foGus for now, but 
Soccer Avftralia is also right, 
for a change, in taking a wait- 
and-see approach with 
Farina’s contract, 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


‘olyes Naming Sponsor — Just announced by 

General Manager Graeme Haney the WIN 
TELEVISION Corporation is the new major Sponsor 
of the Wolves this year — a tremendous coup for the 
cure support from such a successful media 
tion. 

Not only playing at WIN STADIUM but now hay- 
ing WIN TY as major sponsor, will certainly lift the 
club’s spirits and ambitions, assuring sound backing 
for future years, 

The Stadium is at present being extended to a 
20,000 capacity thus well equipped to host big nation- 
al and international events. Surely the Wolves as an 
ambitious Soccer club would look attractive to ‘big- 
name’ players willing to join coach Ron Corry. 


ew signing strengthens Wolyes Pack — Darren 
MeDonald (25), having played 83 NSL games in 
past season, just returned from a stint in Switzerland, 
playing in the Swiss National League, an experienced 
midfielder has joined the club. 
Providing his clearance comes through quickly, 
— coach Ron Cory might include Darren in his squad 
straight away to make up for injuries to several regu- 
lars. 
‘The midfielder who once played with Sydney club 
Marconi, expected to force his way soon into the start- 
ing eleven, 


The fans certainly will be delighted to see another 
quality player joining the Wolves. 


lop Performer Injured — Robbie Stanton — the 

Wolves ‘Mr Consistency’ suffered a minor injury 
in the last trial against Parramatta Melita, and was 
sidelined for the opener against Marconi. 

‘Things are tight selecting a strong starting eleven 
with striker Sean Babic, midfielders David Huxley, 
Alex Castro all doubtful. 

Coach Ron Corry could be short on replacements 
on the bench: in time the coach will consider recruit- 
ing a couple of players to increase his squad to around 

_ 20 players. 


Hawarra Soccer — for local Soccer clubs a crucial 
date is looming with nominations to be handed in to 


Robbie Stanton: Missed Wollongong 
Wolves’ opener against Marconi due to 
injury. 
the Illawarra Soccer Association by Monday 15th 

October. 

At present 29 clubs are members, playing either in 
the ICU Premier League (12 teams) or the ICU First 
Division (17 teams). Each club fields three grades, 
that is first-reserves-youth grade. In total around 50 
players are registered per club, in summary about 
1450 players come under the ISA jurisdiction. 

‘The competitions in both divisions are completed 
with this year’s Grand Final in Premier League. In 
First Division the competition ended early, not a satis- 
factory outcome with an uneven number of teams. 

‘The clubs expect an improvement, including home 
and away games, Discussions are still continuing, spe- 
cial meetings have been held, no solutions or propos- 
als have emerged and it looks like the hard decisions 
have to be made by the Association. 
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The ISA Board has to await the receipt of nomina- 
tions to leam the applicants for either Premier League 
and or First Division, It could be that more than three 
clubs from First Division apply for inclusion in 
Premier League, perhaps resulting in teams coming 
last to be relegated. 

This again depends on a final make-up of both divi- 
sions like even numbers of teams or keeping the pre- 
sent number of 12 teams with an even number of 14 
or 16 teams in first division if that can be accommo- 
dated within the playing calendar, 

This number-game requires the reduction of mem- 
ber clubs or possibly acceptance of new clubs to 
increase the number of teams in either league, not an 
easy situation to resolve. 

The Soccer Association is considering to call a gen- 
eral meeting for member clubs one week after closing 
date for nominations — on Monday 22nd October, to 
listen to the members views. 

If no concrete suggestions are coming forward, the 
Association has to make the final decision the next 
Board Meeting, straight after the general meeting as to 
the final composition of both competitions. 

‘The ultimate aim is to work out a playing calendar 
giving every club a fair chance to compete on an even 
playing level as well as to provide attractive, interest- 
ing Soccer games to the public. 

The clubs are required to adhere to a ground crite- 
ria for Premier League and or conference league. New 
guide lines as to essential requirements for playing 
fields and preferred ones are at present under discus- 
sion. 

Improvements to advance better fa 
tinuously aimed for by the Association. 


(Gee Final-Highlight of Iawarra Soccer — 
‘saw two contenders in Minor Premier Port 
Kembla and Coniston Lions (3rd in the competition 
proper) lined up Sunday at Crehan Park, Cringila 
kick-off 3pm, Youth Grade~12.15pm Lysaght v 
Cringila and Reserve Grade 10am Bulli v Lysaght. 

The previous week’s final resulted in Port Kembla 
edging out Kemblawarra 1-0 with a goals by michael 
Clare in the 87th minute. A large crowd attended the 
match which was perhaps not the spectacle expected 
with both sides cautious, concentrating not to concede 
goals, hoping for a lucky break which came eventual 
Port’s way. 


Kemblawarra coach John Fleming was optimistic 
that his players would reach the Grand Final, only to 
be ‘knocked-out’ in the final minutes, tough luck. 
Port’s coach Adrian Alston had to’Sweat it out wa 

ing his players gradually grinding the opposition 
down, néCuing all his huge patience and experience 
from being involved in big-time Soccer himself as a 
player in past years. 

Nobody can question the achievement of this team 
having won three and lost two out of the last seven 
Illawarra Premier League Grand Finals. The challenge 
is out now to win another one but so are his opponents 
going for success — the Coniston Lions with coach 
Milcho Saveski, contesting his first Grand Final as 
first grade coach. 

Promotion of the local ‘big event’ has been huge in 
print media, radio and WIN TV, Weather permitting a 
crowd around 5000 is not exaggerated to expect. 
Preparations at the venue were ready to care for all. It 
proved to be an entertaining contest. 


| fee Junior Soccer — if one thinks the forth- 
coming General Meeting regarding Policy items set 
down for Wednesday 10th October will be easy, con- 
sider the great number of amendments, to rules and 
regulations submitted. < 

Tt could tum out as one of those Federal Parliament 
sessions going well into the night hours. The compe- 
tition secretary has gone to great length to compile the 
over 30 submissions as well as his own proposals to 
be discussed. Many Junior Soccer clubs have send in 
written motions for considerations, all well though 
through. 

There are too many alterations and or amendments 
to be named individually, however it demonstratés the 
amount of interest created by successful Junior Soccer 
competitions run over the years plus much emotions 
as to improve the game. 

Surely the association is grateful for the engage- 
ment and participation of the member clubs in their 
efforts to progress Junior Soccer in the District for the 
Committee of the Junior Association it will be tough 
to work through all proposals. 

Numbers of (players girls and boys) is going-up 
each year increasing the work oad on the 
Management committee which should be thanked for 
a job well done this year. 


ABSW ($} 


NSW Summer Premier League | 
. 


With the new season of the 
NSW Premier League starting 
on the 19th of October, ABSW, 
over the next two issues will pre- 
view the clubs to participate in 
this summer’s sizzling soccer 
action. This week, we look at 
Central Coast Coasties, Fairfield 
Bulls, Blacktown City Demons, 
Parramatta Eagles, Canterbury- 


Marrickville Olympic and 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles. 
CENTRAL COAST 
COASTIES 


he big news from the Coasties is 

‘the departure of last season's cap- 
tain and former Coasties junior, Shane 
Knight to the Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles. NSW State representative 
Dane Hokin’s future was undecided at 
the time of writing with both 
Blacktown City and Coasties involved 
in the tug-of-war, 

If Hokin does stay put, the Coasties 
are threatening to develop into a for- 
midable unit with the likes of Steve 
Berry, Danny Burt, Damien Smith and 
Broadmeadow Magic striker Carl 
Freeman all expected to suit up in 
2001/2002. Gold Medal candidates for 
the Player of the Season include goal- 
keeper Darren Moore, 1999 Super 
League Gold Medalist Peter Preston 
and former Adamstown defender, 
Shaun Matthews. 


FAIRFIELD BULLS 
‘ollowing their promotion into the 
top flight, the Bulls made the 

bizarre decision of axing coach John 
Turner. Craig Sharpley was handed 
Turner’s job along with potential new 
players Steve Tolios, Ray Younis, 
Tom Maric and 2001 Super League 
Gold Medalist Leo Carle, On paper, 
the Bulls look as good as Blacktown 
City or Bonnyrigg. 

Their best fourteen would appear to 


Leo Carle of Fairfield Bulls. 


be: Steve Tolios, Mathew Dihm, Jason 
Connolly, Tom Maric, Ray Younis, 
Stewart Van  Bentum, Paul 
Richardson, Paul Bourke, Leo Carle, 
Mare Hoenselaars, Mathew Borg 
Subs: Richard Harrison, Frank 
Mikuletic and Milan Crnokrak. Gold 
Medal candidates include Paul 
Richardson, Mare Hoenselaars and 
Leo Carle. 


BLACKTOWN CITY 
DEMONS 


he mighty Blacktown City 
Demons are once again the team 
to beat. Added to their stable of ever- 
present stars such as Damien Foxe, 
Damon Langan, Steve Riches, Paul 
Yates and Paul Dee are former 


Naoki Imaya of Blacktown City 
Demons. 


National League player Kain Rastall 
and Parramatta Eagles youth product, 
Luciano Berbis, 

The hot tip is that Naoki Imaya will 
retum to Gabbie Stadium after playing 
with Canberra Cosmos last summer 
and a trial stint in Japan. 2000 Super 
League Golden Boot, Mark Hagger, is 
being chased by Parramatta Power but 
a move back to Blacktown is not an 
impossibility. Gold Medal possibili- 
ties are Paul Dee, Naoki Imaya and 
Darren Tocca. 


PARRAMATTA 


EAGLES 

Ag defeat in last season’s 

reliminary Final, the Eagles 

have recruited well to strengthen their 

squad. Present at Melita Stadium will 

be former NSL stars Glenn Sprod and 

Mirko Jurilj and future NSL stars 

Anthony Mondello and Daniel 
Kukucka. 

The great news for the Eagles faith- 


‘ Johnny Xipolitas back at the helm, 


Glenn Sprod of Canterbury- 
Marrickville Olympic. 

ful is that Danial Cummins has 
returned after the Cosmos were 
dumped from the National League. 
Jim Bakis and Adam Anderson both 
spent the winter with Marrickville- 
based club, Fraser Park,-with Bakis 
returning to the Eagles and Anderson 
heading for the professional scene 
in Singapore. Gold Medallists may 
come in the form of Mirko Jurilj, 
Danial Cummins or Jason Holmes. 


CANTERBURY- 
MARRICKVILLE 
OLYMPIC 


lhe ‘Berries’ were the surprise 

packet of last season. A mid- 
campaign strike by senior players 
following the exit of gaffer Jim 
Patikas temporarily derailed their 
season before new coach Jim Ziras 
restored normality at Henson Park. 
The Berries eventually finished the 
season in fourth place and with big 


CMO will be looking to make the 
finals once again. 

NSW State team representative 
John Kyriazopoulos has-left for the 
Serbian Centre but the arrivals 
include Steven and Peter Biviano, 
George Bouhoutsos and Hussein 
Jomaa. Gold Medal chances 


Mark Hoenselaars also of 
Fairfield Bulls. 
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include Greg Collins, Con Paradisis 
and Yane Talcevski. 


BONNYRIGG WHITE 
EAGLES 


‘he reigning Premier League Grand 
Final winners have added quality 
rather than quantity to their squad. 

Coach, former Socceroo goalkeep- 
er, Greg Woodhouse has lured 
Coasties skipper Shane Knight, John 
Kyriazopoulos from Canterbury- 
Marrickville, Ivan Neceyski from 
Penrith and former Northern Spirit 
youth player Matt Mikhaill. 

Lost from the Serbian Centre is 
Stewart Van Bentum (Fairfield Bulls) 
while towering defender Bobby 
Dragas returns after trials with Red 
Star Belgrade of Yugoslavia. Gold 
Medal prospects include Javier 
Mancino, Colin Luff and Robbie 
Gomez. 


Javier Mancino of Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles. 

Next week, we look at how 
Penrith, Sutherland, St George, 
Leichhardt, Bankstown City and 
Belconnen have prepared for the 


new season. 
/ 


NSW Summer 
Premier League 


° 4 
Canterbury M’ville vy Blacktown City Demons 


Saturday 20th October 
Andrews Road Field 


Penrith Panthers 
Fairfield Bulls 
Bonnyrigg WE 


C. Coast Coasties 


Parramatta Eagles 


Friday 19th October 


Henson Park 


v_ Sutherland Sharks 
Nineveh Field a 
v Leichhardt Tigers 


Serbian Centre 
v Belconnen Blue Devils 


Pluim Park 
v__ Bankstown City Lions 


Sunday 2Ist October 
Melita Stadium 


Vv St George Saints 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 

Summer Premier League and other NSW 

Soccer news on our website: 
Www.soccernsw.com.au 


1st Grade Under 19 
8.00PM 6.00PM 


ist Grade Under 19 
7.00PM ' 5.00PM 
7.00PM 5.00PM 

6.30PM 4.30PM 


7.00PM 5.00PM 


ist Grade Under 19 
6.30PM 4.30PM 


Official clothing 
supplier to NSWSF 


iin, MeLAayetl at 


/ 


Castro to watch 
Maradona hang boots 


Maradona has inyited the Fidel 
Castro, the president of Cuba, to his 
farewell match between Argentina and a 
World all-star team, which will be held on 
November 10 at Boca Juniors’ La 
Bombonera Stadium. 
[know Fidel has more important things to 
do, but I invite him from the bottom of my 


Ts 1986 World Cup winner Diego 


Roy Keane: Contemplating 
Manchester Utd future. 


AGENIINA CAN WIN W-CUP, VERON 


rgentina’s national team went into the 
World Cup qualifier against Paraguay last 


weekend with renewed vigour. 


Even though the Argentines have booked their pas- 
Sage to play in the Mundial, they still longed to beat the 


Guarani team and please their “inchada”. 


“We played brilliantly in the clash with Paraguay, 


heart,” said the former Argentine national 
team captain, who was invited by the presi- 
dent to undergo treatment for drug addiction 
in Cuba early last year. 

Pele, FIFA president Sepp Blatter, his pre- 
decessor Joao Hayelange and a variety of 
famous football stars are among the invited 
parties, 


KEANE TIES MAN UTD 
FUTURE T0 BECKHAM 


‘anchester United and Ireland 
Mitre Roy Keane announced 

he will not sign a new deal with 
the English champions until David 
Beckham’s future is resolved. 

‘The 30-year-old player wants to be among 
the club’s top-paid players. 

Keane eams about £70,000 weekly, but 
knows that Beckham could earn around 
£100,000 pounds in the future. 

‘The Irish international said: “I've only got 
this season and next season at Old Trafford. 
Next year there’s going to be a new manager, 
T'll be 31 and maybe the time will be right to 
say ‘It’s not quite happening at United’.” 

Keane, who signed for Nottingham Forest 
for just £10,000 from Cobh Ramblers 11 
years ago, agreed to a four-year deal in 
December 1999 with Manchester United. 


and I don’t actually understand those saying we 


FIGO TIPPED TO 
LEAD PORTUGAL 


ortuguese fans say Real Madrid midfielder 

and Portugal international Luis Figo pos- 

sesses all the necessary skills to become the 
skipper of the country’s national team. 

Figo has been the skipper in the clashes against 
Treland, Andorra and Cyprus, and the coach of the 
national team Antonio Oliveira will have to make his 
final choice after the return of Fernando Couto. * 

The newspaper Fonebus, conducted a survey 
among the fans, and a 53.7 percent majority voted for 
Figo. 

However, the coach will not be able to count on the 
number of caps, as both players have played 77 
matches each. 

Meanwhile, another survey was conducted among 
girls, who actually preferred Figo for 62 votes against 
Couto’s 18 votes. 


hough still there 
are about eight 
months till the 


start of the 2002 FIFA 
World Cup in Korea and 
Japan, the Japanese 
World Cup organizing 
committee  (JAWOC) 


announced last week that 
VIP ticket deals will go on 
sale this week. 
Twenty-one different 
‘prestige’ packets, includ- 
ing top-dollar seats, gifts 
and meals, will be available 
for buyers for matches to be 


the leading European clubs,” commented Manchester 


played around the country. 

As a whole, according to 
FIFA, about 3 million tick- 
ets of all types will be sold 
for the World Cup matches, 
1,3 million of which will be 
sold in South Korea and 
Japan. 


‘The cheapest tickets will 
cost $60, and the tickets for 
the final will be $300, 

The best seats will cost 
about $150 for ‘the early- 
round matches and $750 
for the final. 


URUGUAYAN 


have to. 


already have real chances to play in World Cup 2002. 
Our team has a good image and we should manage to. 
keep it,” said midfield general Claudio Lopez. 

“T believe we'll win the World Cup, as actually we 


All of our players are 27-28 years-old, playing for 


United midfielder Juan Sebastian Veron. 

Team coach Marcelo Bielsa has already started seri- 
ous pre-World Cup training with all players, except 
Matias Almeyda and Juan Pablo Sorin, who will join 
the team in the near future: 


English players reject FA offer 


nglish foothall’s row over television 

money distribution took a new 

twist last week after the 
Professional Footballers’ Association 
(PFA) turned down an improved offer 
from the Premier League. 

PFA chief executive Gordon Taylor 
described the latest deal as “unacceptable”. 

The total package on offer to the PFA is 
believed to total £9.85 million ($14.47 mil- 
lion US) with the Premier League contribut- 
ing £8.45 million ($12.42 million) and the 
Football League, which is responsible for 
English Football's other three senior divi- 
sions, £1.4 million pounds ($2.05 million). 

However, the PFA’s management commit- 
tee rejected this latest offer last week. 

They remain wedded to their figure of 
five percent of total broadcasting fees which 
is what they say they have received from the 
League since the mid-1950s. That would 
now equate to £25 million ($36.75 million). 

A belligerent Taylor said last week: “It is 
extremely disappointing and not acceptable 
and we will press ahead with a ballot of play- 
ers on taking industrial action. 


Gordon Taylor: “It is not 
acceptable.” 

“We are not after a bigger share, just the 
same share. We have discussed it and feel 
there’s no real progress at all. 

“Both the Football League and the 
Premier League say they have already dis- 
tributed the money they have so there is no 
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extra left for us and that is not acceptable 
either.” 

However, Taylor added that there had 
been some move to agreement with the 
Premier League accepting that the payment 
was tied to television money, and that the 
new offer did not include a reallocation of 
players’ pension fund contributions. 

Premier League spokesman Philip French 
refused to comment on the proposals saying 
only: “We had an agreement that we will not 
conduct our negotiations in the press and we 
are sticking to our side of that agreement.” 


The only vaguely comparable situation 


happened more than 40 years ago when play- 
ers successfully campaigned for the aboli- 
tion of the maximum wage. 

But that was achieved without strike 
action and it would be an extraordinary step 
for an organisation not known for its indus- 
trial action to withdraw its labour now. 

Even if a PFA ballot resulted in a majori- 
ty wanting a strike, both Leagues would 
doubtless go to the courts in a bid to have it 
declared illegal on the grounds that they’ are 
not the players’ employers. 


STARS FACE 
JAIL TERMS 


jhe prosecution in the forth- 
Tene trial of two 

Uruguayan internationals 
who play for Spanish first division 
club Sevilla, and another who 
moved to Juventus during the sum- 
mer, asked for them to be sentenced 
to eight years in jail last week. 

Marcelo Otero and Nico Olivera, 
along with Marcel Zalayeta, who is 
now based in Italy, are accused of 
being inyolved in a fight at a dis- 
cotheque in the Andalusian city in the 
early hours of December 17, 1999. 

‘Three youths, who are bringing the 
prosecution, claim they were injured 
in the altercation. 

The trial of the Sevilla trio is due 16 
start on Tuesday. 

Prosecution papers lodged last 
week, have also asked for 13.5 million 
pesetas ($75,000) from each player 
‘for physical and moral damage’, 

The players have refused to com- 
ment on the incident since it occured, 
nearly two years ago, except to say 
that they are the injured party and the 
youths — who cannot be named 
Spanish law — started the fight by 
ingulting and physically harrassing 
Zalayeta’s wife. 


Fans halt French, 
Algerian Friendly 


pitch inyasion caused 
Aires scenes at the 

Stade de France on Saturday 
at the friendly international 
between France and Algeria, 

Just 15 minutes before the end of 
the match with France leading 4-1, the 
match was interrupted after a minority 
of Algerian fans invaded the pitch. 

They quickly vacated the pitch but, 
with CRS riot police on alert, they 
began to throw bottles and seating 
back down towards the turf. 

Minutes after the interruption, it 
was decided to call the match off. The 
Scenes appeared exuberant rather than 
violent but sports minister Marie- 
George Buffet and French football 
federation president Claude Simonet 
called for calm over the stadium’s 
public address system. 

“Go home peacefully and in an 
friendly manner,” Simonet said. 

‘The events are unprecedented since 


' 
F 
: 
1 


the inauguration of the stadium to the 
north of Paris in January 1998. 

The historic, highly-charged game 
drew a capacity crowd of 80,000 spec- 
tators, including Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin and Algerian pop stars 
in exile here, Khaled and Cheb Mami. 

Vincent Candela, Emmanuel Petit, 
Thierry Henry and Robert Pires scored 
for and Djamel Belmadi pulled one 
back for Algeria, It was the first match 
between the two sides since Algeria’s 
independence from French rule in 
1962. 


ermany huffed and puffed their 
way to a goalless draw against 
Finland last Saturday and now 


have to sweat out a playoff against 
Ukraine before they can hope to take 


” French midfielder Emmanuel Petit (left) goes past Algerian Yazid 
Mansouri during France’s friendly match against Algeria at the Stade de 
France in Saint-Denis. 


An Algerian supporter displays his national flag before the friendly soccer match France vs Algeria. 


‘Disappointed’ Germans face risky Ukraine 


their place at next year’s World Cup 
finals. 

Germany’s fate was sealed on Saturday 
when England grabbed a crucial come- 
from-behind 2-2 draw with Greece in 
Manchester through an injury-time 
equaliser from David Beckham. 

The three-times world champions face 
missing out on the finals for the first time 
since 1950, when FIFA excluded them in 
the immediate aftermath of World War II. 

Germany coach Rudt Voller said he had 
to accept his country’s fate and vowed to 
get things right in the playoffs. 

“We are enormously disappointed. It’s 
not every day that things work out as they 
have done and we were so close. 

“We played badly in the opening period 
and then we upped the pressure and had 
more chances in the second half - which 
unfortunately we didn’t take. 

“But if we play like we did in the sec- 
ond half in the playoffs we have nothing to 
fear in the playoffs,” Voller insisted. 

Germany, roared on by a sellout 53,000 
crowd at the brand new AufSchalke arena, 
relied heavily on the aerial power of 
Monaco forward Oliver Bierhoff to unset- 
tle the visiting defence - but he was one of 
few home players to shine. 

‘The Finns, having beaten Greece 5-1 in 
their last home outing, were out to show 
they are no longer the minnows who lost 
4-0 and 6-1 to the Germans in World Cup 
qualifiers for the 1990 tournament which 
Germany won. 

Voller had to raise his team’s spirits in 
the knowledge that an England win over 


German coach, Rudi Voller(right) consoles Michael Deisler after Germany 


only managed a goalless draw against Finland, which now forces them 
into a play-off match against Ukraine. 


Greece would finish his men’s hopes of 
direct qualification. 

German nerves were becoming increas- 
ingly frayed and the Finns, with nothing to 
lose, spurned two good chances as 
Finland’s Juha Reini forced a fine stop 
from Bayem Munich keeper Oliver Kahn 
after his free-kick took a deflection off the 
wall. 

After the break, Voller brought on 


Ghana-born Schalke favourite Gerald 
Asamoah. His introduction appeared to 
inspire Bierhoff, who headed just wide and 
then struck the post on 65 minutes, ¥ 

Bierhoff, winning his 59th cap, then~ 
forced Hearts star Antti Niemi in the 
Finnish goal to save’ superbly before 
another towering header was blocked on 
the line as Germany poured forward in the 
closing minutes. 


Saker eyes another W-Cup golden boot 


roatian striker Davor Suker, 

best scorer of World Cup 

1998 in France, was delight- 
ed with Croatia’s victory over 
Belgium, promising he is going to 
defend his title in Korea and Japan 
2002. 

“Til soon sign for one club and pre- 
pare myself well to be more competi- 
tive for a place in national team’s 
attack”, Davor Suker said, describing 
Alen Boksic’s goal as marvelous one 
that leads Croatia to WC-2002. 

Suker spent Saturday's World Cup 
Group Six qualifier at the bench as a 
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substitute. Actually this 33-year-old 
striker has no club. In France 1998 he 


scored six goals to become best scorer © 
helping Croatia to win bronze medal. 


Scottish coach quits 


OCTOBER 9, 2001 


a ins Che 


W 


20 


Alessandro Del Piero (right) scores the free-kick that won the match for Italy 1-0 against Hungary, in the World Cup qualifier at 
Parma’s Tardini Stadium. 


freekick on the stroke of half- 

time by Alessandro Del Piero 
earned Italy a 1-0 victory over 
Hungary over the weekend, ensur- 
ing Giovanni Trapattoni’s side win 
European Zone Group Eight and 
qualify automatically for next 
year’s World Cup Finals in Japan 
and South Korea. 

Tt was not a vintage performance 
but there was no disputing the class 
of Del Piero’s curled freekick that 
earned Italy a crack at what would be 
a fourth world title next year. 

“We're at the World Cup,” bel- 
lowed Trapattoni into the micro- 
phones of RAI TV seconds after the 
final whistle. “The boys deserved it, 
we were the best team in the group 
and I think we have a good group of 
players. We can do‘well next year.” 

Italy were first into their stride and 
first Filippo Inzaghi forced a save 
from Gabor Kiraly and then 
Alessandro Del Piero had a shot 
blocked. 

At the other end defender Lazslo 
Bodnar tried his luck from distance 


but his shot just drifted over 
Gianluigi Buffon's bar. 

And Italian hearts skipped a beat 
when Attila Tokoli_got on the wrong 
side of marker Marco Materazzi, who 
clearly tugged the Magyar’s shirt in 
the penalty area although Paraguayan 
teferee Gonzalez Chavez chose not to 
intervene. 

Juventus striker Del Piero twice 
went close, the first from a header 
after a fine cross by Francesco Totti. 

AS Roma skipper Totti then set up 
the best chance yet when he flighted 
a long ball forward towards Inzaghi. 
‘The AC Milan striker controlled the 
ball perfectly with his chest and shot 
across Kiraly but the goalkeeper 
denied him, sticking out a foot to 
deflect the ball away, 

Hungary playmaker —_Vasile 
Miriuta, recalled by new coach Imre 
Gellei, was at the thick of the action 
but was soon booked. 

Totti. forced another save from 
Kiraly while Del Piero’s wayward 
shooting continued with two more 
efforts missing the target. 


Filippo Inzaghi (right) shoots in front of Laszlo Bodnar of 


Hungary during their World Cup qualifier. 
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Del Piero books Italy's passage 


Half-time loomed and supporters 
showed their discontent by shouting 
the name of Brescia striker Roberto 
Baggio, who was not selected for this 
match. But just as it was beginning to 
look * ominous for Italy they got a 
break. - 

Del Piero was fouled by Bodnar 
and the referee awarded a freekick. 
The Juventus striker picked himself 
up and curled a fine shot over the 
wall and inside 

Kiraly’s right-hand post. 

Italy midfielder ~~ Damiano 
‘Tommasi was booked at the end of 
the first period but immediately after 
the restart Italy nearly killed the 
game. 

Another fine pass from Totti 
played in Inzaghi but the striker 
delayed his shot and Janos Matyus 
got in a timely tackle. 

Totti tried his own luck but forced 
a fine save from Kiraly as the 
‘Azzurri’ looked to kill the match. 

Kristian Lisztes entered as Gellei’s 
first substitute in place of Miriuta and 
soon got booked while Trapattoni 
replaced goal hero Del Piero with 
Gennaro Gattuso in a clearly defen- 
sive move. 

Another move instigated by Totti 
saw Inzaghi force a save from Kiraly 
but a party atmosphere was beginning 
to take hold at the Stadio Ennio 
Tardini with Mexican waves sig- 
nalling Italy’s confidence that qualifi- 
cation was in the bag, 

Hungary brought on Istvan 
Ferenczi for Petr Kabat but 
Tommasi’s cross was almost tured 
into his own net by Vilmos Sebok. 

‘Trapattoni produced aniother 
change, bringing on Luigi di Biagio 
for Demetrio Albertini. 

Pal Dardai’s deflected shot force a 
rare save from Buffon but the 
Magyars were looking a spent foree 
and Gianluca Zambrotti forced anoth- 
er save from the impressive Kiraly. 

Dardai again tried his luck from 40, 
metres with the chip but it was just 
too high as Buffon watched it sail 
over the bar. 


Gellei made his last change, bring- 
ing on Gabor Egressi for Tokoli and 
finally Hungary created a real chance 
when Ferenczi burst through but he 
shot high and wide. 

Fiorentina’s Angelo Di Livio 
replaced Zambrotta in the last change 
of the match but the celebrations 
were already underway and Italy 
were not to be denied. 


MATCH FACTS: 
ITALY 1 
(Alessandro Del Piero 45) 
HUNGARY ) 
Attendance: 20,500 


Ttaly: Gianlugi Buffon; Fabio 
Cannavaro, Marco Materazzi, Paolo 
Maldini; Gianluca Zambrotta 
(Angelo Di Livio 80), Damiano 
Tommasi, Demetrio Albertini (Luigi 
Di Biagio 73), Francesco Coco; 
Francesco Totti; Alessandro Del 
Piero (Gennaro Gattuso 57), Filippo ~ 
Inzaghi. > 


Hungary: Gabor Kiraly; Laszlo 
Bodnar, Attila Kuttor, Tamas Juhar, 
Janos Matyus;-Tamas Peto, Vilmos 
Sebok, Vasile Miriuta (Krisztian 
Lisztes 55), Pal Dardai; Attila Tokoli 
(Gabor Egressy 77), Peter Kabat 
(Istvan Ferenczi 66). 


Referee: Epifanio’ Chavez 
(Paraguay). 


Ts whole of England 
practically raised a 
glass in the direction 
of captain David Beckham 
last weekend after his dra- 
matic, injury-time equaliser 
sent his side to the World 
Cup finals on Saturday. 

Several England stars were 
reprimanded by England coach 
Sven Goran Eriksson last week 
for boozing, but the Swede 
may find it difficult to keep his 
squad from enjoying a beer or 
two in homage to their influen- 
tial captain. 

Trailing 2-1 to also-rans 
Greece and looking as if they 
would concede automatic qual- 
ification to Group Nine rivals 
Germany, England were 
awarded a free-kick 25 yards 
from goal three minutes into 
injury-time. 

Cool as Eriksson himself, 
Beckham - wearing his trade- 
mark white boots - wrapped his 
right foot around the ball and 
curled a delightful shot into the 
top right-hand comer to level 
the scores at 2-2, 

The Manchester United mid- 
fielder’s last-gasp strike at Old 
Trafford ensured England won 
the group on goal difference to 
qualify for Japan and South 
Korea next summer and con- 
demned Germany to the uncer- 
tainty of a two-legged play-off 
against Ukraine. 

Liverpool striker Michael 
Owen, who missed the match 
because of a pulled hamstring, 
led the plaudits for Beckham 
who also supplied substitute 
striker Teddy Sheringham with 


the pass for England’s first 
goal. “If you're that good a 
player you'll always come out 
at the end of the day as the 
hero,” said Owen, 

Playing in front of his home 
crowd, Beckham stood apart 
from his colleagues, several of 
whom were anonymous for 
long periods. 

But defeat would have been 
harsh on Beckham, who 
showed why interim coach 
Peter Taylor decided to hand 
him the captain’s armband 
before Eriksson’s arrival in 
January. 

Eriksson agreed with Owen 
that Beckham played a vital 
role in resurrecting England’s 
hopes of automatic qualifica- 
tion when a play-off had 
looked inevitable. 

“You could see he wanted 
really hard to win this and he 
showed again he is a really 
great captain,” said the 53- 
year-old Swede. 

The former Lazio coach was 
a relieved man at the final 
whistle. 

“It seemed as though it 
would be a non-day but of 
course at the end it was incred- 
ible,” said Eriksson, “Germany 
finished 0-0 and then Dayid 
Beckham stepped in and scored 
another great free kick. “The 
tickets for the World Cup were 
ours.” 

Greece took a deseryed lead 
after 33 minutes through 
Angelos Charisteas’ angled 
drive. 

The Greek players, who 
were evacuated from their 


England's David Beckham (centre) celebrates with Gary Neville (left) and Martin Keown (right) after scoring an injury-time 
equaliser against Greece. 


Manchester hotel after a fire 
alarm went off in the early 
hours of Saturday morning, 
looked far more alert than their 
English counterparts who 
seemed nervous throughout. 
But former United idol 
Sheringham headed England 
level against the run of play 
after 68 minutes to give the 
home side fresh hope. 
However, their joy lasted 
less than 60 seconds. Slack 
defending allowed Demis 


on 


oe ee 


7 Sy 


England’s Ashley Cole 


(left) takes the ball past Theo Zagorakis (centre) of Greece during 


their World Cup qualifying match at Old Trafford. 


Nikolaidis time to. slot home 

*Greece’s second goal. With 
time running out, England were 
awarded a dubious free-kick 
and Beckham made no mis- 
take. 

The England captain had a 
number of chances from dead- 
ball situations but it did not 
look like it was going to be his 
day until his late winner. 

“One had to go in,” he said. 

“Thad quite a few free-ki 


and was disappointed with ~ 


Match Facts 


England 2 
(Teddy Sheringham 68, David 
Beckham 90) 

Greece 2 
(Angelos Charisteas 36, Demis 


ATTENDANCE: 6 
ENGLAND 


GREECE 


Nikop 


would have it but I decided I'd 
take it,” 


thost of them, 
“When F got my last chance 
Teddy Sheringham said he 


“HOW 


England 
Germany 
Finland 
Greece 
Albania 
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Spanish Primera 


Daniel Alfaro of Alaves being sent-off by the referee over the weekend 
against Real Betis. 


eal Betis continued their outstand- 

ing run of form by beating Alaves 

-0 on Sunday, and regained the 
Spanish league leadership. 

However, the Seville club kept their 
30,000 fans in the Manuel Ruiz de Lopera 
stadium waiting for the decisive goal until 
ten minutes before the end. 

Portuguese international Joao Tomas 
scored the only goal of the game from the 
penalty spot, after Alaves defender Fabricio 
Coloccini had brought down Joaquin 
Sanchez in the box. 

The game was more notable for nine 
names going into the referee’s book than the 
quality of football played but Alaves went 
close to drawing first blood after 70 minutes 
when a thundering free kick from the 
Basque club’s captain Pablo Gomez 
required an excellent save from Betis goal- 
keeper Toni Prats to.keep the ball out of the 
net, ; 

“Betis are always an attacking team at 
home and we were aiming to surprise them 
on the counter-attack,” commented Alaves 
coach Mane Esnal, alluding to the spoiling 
tactics he had designed for his team. 

“People are now going to have to start 
giving us some respect,” said coach Juande 
Ramos after the newly-promoted side’s fifth 
win in six games, 

“Getting goals against a side like Alaves 
is always difficult and this game demon- 
strated that we can Keep our cool against 
tough opponents,” added Ramos. 

Betis are now unbeaten since the first 
game of the season and are on top of the 
Spanish first division with 16 points from 
seven games, x 


At the other end of the table Real 
Sociedad remain in relegation trouble - and 
the job of their coach John Toshack remains 
on the line - after they threw away a two 
goal lead to finish 3-3 against Sevilla. 

Two goals in three minutes from Igor 
Gabilondo and Georgian striker George 
Demetradze put the San Sebastian, side 2-0 
up at the break and well on their way to their 
first win of the season. 

However, Moises Gracia pulled one back 
for Sevilla after 54 minutes and then Nico 
Olivera equalised from the penalty spot 
after Real Sociedad midfielder Loren del 
Pino was deemed to be guilty of making a 
clumsy challenge. 

Real Sociedad went ahead again with 11 
minutes to go when Luiz Alberto connected 
with a cross from Agustin Aranzabal but 
two minutes into injury time Sevilla’s 
Zoltan Njegus spoiled Sociedad’s imminent 
victory celebrations. 

Francisco Lama floated a speculative ball 
into the area and, in a tussle between Njegus: 
and Real Sociedad goalkeeper Alberto 
Lopez, the Yugoslav striker came off best 
and the ball trickled into the net, 

Real Sociedad’s cause was not helped by 
the absence of midfielder Dimitry Khoklov, 
who missed a connecting flight on the way 
back from Moscow, where he had played in 
Russia’s 4-0 victory over Switzerland on 
Saturday. 

Neverthless, the point enabled Real 
Sociedad to climb one place off the bottom 
of the Spanish first division. 

Elsewhere. Deportivo earned a valuuable 
2-1 win over Barcelona to move into second 
place, 
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Liga 


Barca had LI players missing because of 
injuries and international call-ups but still 
looked the better side in the first half. 
Patrick Kluivert smashed in from a narrow 
angle to open the scoring on 38 minutes and 
the Catalans had several chances to extend 
their lead. 

Depor started to threaten more as the vis- 
itors tired after the break, though, and two 
good finishes from Fran earned them @ nar- 
row win, 

Real Madrid continue their resurgence 
with a solid 2-0 victory over Athletic 
Bilbao. 

Real, missing the likes of Zinedine 
Zidane, Luis Figo and Roberto Carlos 
because of this week’s round of internation- 
al matches, started poorly against Bilbao 
but gradually found their attacking rhythm 
and ran out comfortable winners. 

Raul nodded his side ahead within two 
minutes of the restart and Argentine mid- 
fielder Solari eased a brief period of pres- 
sure from the visitors by firing in the second 
on 73 minutes. 

Celta Vigo remain unbeaten after their 2- 
2 draw at Malaga, which saw three goals 
come in the first ten minutes. 

‘The most impressive of the quartet came 
from Malaga’s Kiki Musampa after six min- 
utes, the Dutch midfielder’s low and hard 
shot from the-edge of the area gave Celta 
goalkeeper Jose Manuel Pinto little chance 
to stop it. 

Real Mallorca went down 1-0 at home to 
Real Zaragoza for their fourth consecutive 
loss. They have also not scored since the 
opening game of the seasan. 


Curro Torres (right) of Villarreal tackles Arruabarrena of Valencia during the La Liga match played at the 


Mestalla Stadium, Valencia. 


US scale through! 


lhe United States 

reached next year’s 

World Cup finals on 
Sunday after a 2-1 defeat of 
Jamaica in their CONCA- 
CAF region World Cup 
qualifier. 

The result ended Jamaica’s 
hopes of reaching the finals in 
Japan and South Korea. 

The U.S, are now certain of 


grabbing one of the top three 
spots in the group which 
secure qualification for the 
finals after Honduras surpris- 
ingly lost 1-0 at home to 
Trinidad and Costa Rica drew 
0-0 with Mexico. 

Costa Rica top the group 
with 20 points ahead of the 
U.S. in second with 16. 

Honduras and Mexico both 


have 14 points. 

Since Honduras and Mexico 
play each other in the last 
round of matches next month, 
only one of the two teams can 
overtake the U.S. 

The U.S. sealed victory with 
two goals from Joe-Max 
Moore in the fourth and 81st 
minutes. His second strike 
came from the penalty spot. 


Iceland's Arni Gautur (centre) tries to shake off Danish players Martin Laursen (L) ‘and 


China 
debut 


ora Milutinoyie has done 

it again — this time with 

China, which will be play- 
ing in its first World Cup. 

The globe-trotting Yugoslav 
coach is headed to his fifth World 
Cup with his fifth team. He 
coached China to a 1-0 win over 
Oman on Sunday in the Chinese 
city of Shenyang, sparking wide- 
spread celebrations. 

Milutinovic’s World Cup 
resume features Mexico in 1986, 
Costa Rica in 1990, the United 
States in 1994 and Nigeria in 1998, 

‘The United States also qualified 
Sunday as Joe-Max Moore scored 
twice to help the United States beat 
Jamaica 2-1. Moore’s second goal 
came on a penalty kick in the 81st 
minute. 

On Saturday, six European 
nations won spots in next year’s 
tournament: England, Russia, Italy, 
Croatia, Denmark and Portugal. 
They joined Poland, Spain and 
Sweden. 

Champion France has automatic 
entry as do hosts South Korea and 


Japan. 
Argentina, Costa Rica, South 
Africa, Cameroon, Senegal, 


Thomas Gravesen (R) during their World Cup qualifying match 


clinch 
ticket 


Tunisia and Nigeria also have 
qualified. 
China midfielder Yu Genwei, 


filling in for suspended top scorer * 


Qi Hong, scored in the 35th 
minute. 

While calling the victory the 
happiest moment in his career, 
Milutinovic sounded a sober note 
on the team’s chances next year. 

“Everybody here knows. that 
China is not a strong team,” he 
said. “Asia is rather backward in 
soccer. And other Asian teams per- 
formed not so well in the World 
Cup finals.” 

In Beijing, revelers poured into 
the cold night to celebrate with 
strings of banned firecrackers, air 
horns, bells and whistles. Young 
people who watched the game on 
TV outside bars in the Sanlitun 
nightlife district swarmed into 
anintersection near the main soccer 
stadium. 

Tens of thousands of others 
swarmed toward Tiananmen 
Square in the city’s heart paralyz~ 
ing traffic. At Beijing University, 
students rallied, singing thn nation- 
al anthem and chanting “Long live 
China.” 


Jamaica replied with a 14th 
minute effort from James 
Lawrence. They reached the 
finals for the first time in 
1998. 

The Americans opened the 
scoring in the fourth minute 
when an unmarked Moore 
headed in a Claudio Reyna 
direct kick from seven metres. 

Jamaica equalised 10 min- 
utes later. A throw-in by 
Robert Scarlett was chested 
down by Lawrence who was 
able to turn uncontested inside 
the American area and slot 
into the right side of the U.S. 
net. 

The winner came after 
Landon Donovan was taken 
down in the area by Tyrone 
Marshall. Moore coolly con- 
verted the spot kick for his 
24th international goal. 


Brazil 


razil revived their 
Be of qualifying 
for next year’s World 
Cup after struggling to a 2-0 
win over Chile in a tense 
qualifier on Sunday. 
Second-half goals from 
Edilson and Rivaldo gave the 
four- times champions three 
priceless points after they had 
struggled to break down a 
massed Chilean defence. 
Brazil, in danger of losing 
their record as the only country 
to have played at every World" 
Cup, remained in fourth place 


Portugal's Luis Figo (top) and Estonian Urmas Rooba (bot- 


tom) clash during Portugal vs Estonia World Cup 2002 qual- 
ifying match 


breathe easy 


in the South American group 
with 27 points. The top four 
teams quafify and the fifth play 
off against Oceania winners 
Australia. 

The Brazilians were given a 
helping hand when Uruguay, 
level on points with them at the 
start of the day, drew 1-1 at 
home against Colombia. 

They have two games left, 
away to Bolivia at high altitude 
in La Paz and at home to mod- 
est Venezuela, 

Brazil came to life after 
winger Denilson came on as a 


halftime substitute, _ 

Edilson opened the scoring 
eight minutes into the second 
half and Rivaldg added the sec- 
ond in the 67th minute, 

Chile, “already eliminated 
and with Jorge Garces making 
his debut as their third coach of 
the qualifying competition, 
stayed bottom of the group as 
they completed eight games. 
without a win, 

Fielding a young and experi- 
mental team, they seemed 
happy to sit back and soak up 
the pressure. 


Brazil's Roberto Carlos(left)fights for the ball with Victor Cancino of Chile during a 2002 


World Cup qualifying match 
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| NEWCASTLE UNITED 1 


(Masi 51) 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 


Venue: Marathon Stadium. Crowd: 10,050+ Referee: M. Breezet 
Cautions: Middleby 48 (NU), Dodd 87 (NU), Jolic 67 (MK), 


Teams: NEWCASTLE UNITED: Daniel Beltrame (gk), Andrew 
Roberts, Chris Zoricich, Matthew Bingley, Travis Dodd, Mark Wilson, 
doel Griffiths, Daniel McBreen (Esala Masi 37), Scott Baillie, Milan 
Blagojevic, Robbie Middleby 

MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: Martin John (gk), Rodrigo Vargas, Sasa 
Ognenovski, Steve Horvat, Daniel Vasilevski, Joel Porter, Antonio Da 
Costa, Ivan dolic, Daniel Rocco (Zolton Zold), Andy Vargas, Joe Tricarico 
(Boris Ovein). 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


(Orlie 4) 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


(Cordozo 8, Hutchinson 44, Watts 49) 


Venue: Parramatta Stadium. Referee: M Shield. Crowd: 5,017 
Cautions: Foster (NS) 09, McDermott (NS) 31, Trajkovski (NS) 36, 
Cranney (NS) 61, Cardozo (NS) 72, Fitzsimmons (PP) 84. 

Red Cards: Barrett (PP) 40, Foster (NS) 75. 


Teams: PARRAMATTA POWER: Pogliacomi, Barrett, Orlic, Tobin, 
O'Sullivan, Lapsansky, Brown (Fitzsimmons 67), Buonovoglia, 
Roodenburg (Thompson 46), Eltich (Holman 85), Bennett. 
NORTHERN SPIRIT: Acevski, Watts, Trajkovski, McDermott, Foster, 
Cervinski (Perinich 87), Cardozo, Cranney, Hutchinson, Cartwright, 
Enes, 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 2 | 
(Rech 23, Foster 83) 


KINGZ FC 1 


(Urlovic 55) 


Venue: Ballymore. Crowd: 3516. Referee: Craig Zetta (Adelaide) 
Cautions: Carbone (BS) 63, Rech (BS) 75, Buljubasic (AK) 71, 
Theoklitis (AK) 75, Urlovic (AK) 90. 


Teams: BRISBANE STRIKERS; Kearton, Alagich, Stefanutto, 
McKain (Webber 81), McLaren, Grierson, Rech, Foster, Trajanovski, 
Carbone (Drake 66), Dreger. 

AUCKLAND KINGZ: Theoklitos, Perry (Nagta 85m), Atkinson, 
Buljubasic, Goutzioulis, Rufgr (Karkovski 45m), Davis, Urlovic, Viahos, 
Burton, Douglas. * 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
MARCONI STALLIONS 


Venue: WIN Stadium. Crowd: 5,237. Referee: Con Diomis. 
Cautions: N Tome (MS) 30, P Afkos (MS) 88 


Teams: WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Dean Anastasiadis (gk), George 
Souris, Alvin Ceccoli, David Cervinski, Alex Castro (Naum Sekulovski 
46), Paul Reid, Stuart Young, Liam Austin (Max Nicholson (74), Buddy 
Farah (Zeljko Babic 88), David Huxley, Ben Blake. 

MARCONI STALLIONS: Michael Turnbull (gk), Michael Beauchamp, 
Angelo Costanzo, Dominic Longo, Christian Care, Brendan Renaud, 
Kevo Gulessarian (Royce Brownlie 70), John Maisano (Saso Radulovic 
76), Norman Tome (Grant Last 88), Shane Webb, James Afkos. 


UTH MELBOURNE 1 


(S Manceski 93) 


(Despotouski 21, pen 44, Mori 76) 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. Crowd: 7,632. Referee: Perry Mur. 
Cautions: J Bacak (SM) 26, D Valle (PG) 45, E Aldrighi (PG) 51 


Teams: SOUTH MELBOURNE: Jones, losifidis (Sekulovski 72), 
DeAmicis, Durakovic, Panopoulos, Coveny, Trimboli, Buljan, Bacak 
(Manceski 82), Bell, Kisnorbo. 

PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Pryce, Valle (Garcia 82), Deans, Horsley, 
Edgar, Miller, Maloney, Faria (Edwards 87), Mori, Despotovski (Harnwell 
90). 


IC SHARKS 1 


(D McAllister 66) 


SYDNEY UNITED 0 


Venue: Toyota Park. Crowd: 9,612. Referee: Simon Micallef. 
Cautions: A Moric (SU) 7, A Packer (SO) 14, J Harris (SO) 23, N 
Arrarte (SU), 25, A Milicic (SU) 56, P Bilokapic (SU) 60, T Halpin (SO) 
63, N Carle (SO) 79, J Angelucci (SU) 84, A Gene (SU) 91. 


Teams: OLYMPIC SHARKS: Clint Bolton (gk), Paul Kohler, Lindsay 
Wilson, Tom Pondeljak, Dylan MacAllister (Elias Demourtzidis 91), Troy 
Halpin, Jade North (Greg Owens 72), Jeromy Harris, Nick Carle, 
Andrew Packer, Andrew Durante (Sebastian Sinozic 85). 

SYDNEY UNITED: Brett Hughes (gk), Michael Santalab, Nahuel 
Arrarte, Michael Cunico, Kresimir Marusic, Ante Moric (Brendan 
Santalab 72), Ante Milicic, Ante Deur (Jon Angelucci 72), Aytec Gene 
(Commins Menapi 91), Paul Bilokapic, Marcus Stergiopoulos. 


PLAYER OF 
THE WEEK 


at the Bob Jane Stadi 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 12 
Northern Spirit v Newcastle United 
Kingz v South Melbourne 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 13 
Parramatta Power v Wollongong Wolves 
Perth Glory v___ Marconi Stallions 
Melb Knights v_ Adelaide City Force 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 14 
Sydney United v Brisbane Strikers 
Olympic Sharks - bye 


